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10:30AM	Worship   



* Those able may stand 
Bold type indicates a unison response 
 
Welcome and Announcements        Rev. Lacey Brown 
Welcome to Community UCC! We’re so glad you’re with us this 
morning for worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, 
welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 
CUCC is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to 
come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about our 
ministries, please talk with one of the ushers or check out our website: 
www.communityucc.org 
 
Prelude “Trumpet Tune in D”                  Albinoni 
 
Introit 
 
*Call to Worship  Adapted from Psalm 118                Rev. Śānti Matthews 
  
 One:  Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good; God’s mercy  
   endures forever.  
 Many:  The Lord is our strength and our song, and God has  
   become our salvation. 
 One:  There is a sound of exultation and victory in the tents of  
   the righteous: 
 Many:  "The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! the right hand 
   of the Lord is exalted! We shall not die, but live, and  
   declare the works of the Lord.  
 One:  The Lord has punished us sorely, but God did not hand  
   us over to death. 
 Many:  Open the gates of righteousness; we will enter them; we 
   will offer  thanks to the Lord.  
 One:  This is the gate of the Lord; all who are righteous may  
   enter.  
 Many:   We will give thanks to God, for God answered us and has 
   become our salvation.  The same stone which the   
   builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.  
 One:  This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes.  
 Many:   On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be  
   glad in it.  Alleluia!  
 
 



*Processional Hymn NCH 223  “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” 
     Sharon Hope, cello; Mike Stewart, violin 
 
1) What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!  What wondrous 
love is this, O my soul!  What wondrous love is this!   that Christ 
should come in bliss  to bear the heavy cross for my soul, for my 
soul,  to bear the heavy cross for my soul!  
  
2) To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing,  to God and to the 
Lamb, I will sing;  To God and to the Lamb who is the great I Am,  
while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing;  while millions join 
the theme, I will sing.  
  
3) And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on,  and when 
from death I’m free, I’ll sing on!  And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing 
and joyful be,  and through eternity, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on,  and 
through eternity I’ll sing on!  
 
Easter litany                      Rev. Śānti Matthews 
 
 One:  We believe in a God who can astound us— 
 Many:  a God who created the mountains of Colorado,  

  the stars on a summer night, and the green of Ireland. 
 One:  We believe in Jesus, whose example changes us— 
 Many:  an example of love for those on the fringes, 

  healing for the sick, and welcome for the lonely. 
 One:  We believe that Jesus was abandoned by his friends, 

  wounded, mocked, and killed by the state. 
 Many:  And in a garden, three days later, we believe that life  
   began again— 

  the stone was rolled back, as death lost its sting. 
 One:  Ever since that day, we believe the Spirit has been   
   inviting us into an expansive life— 
 Many:  a life not measured by wealth or accolades, but a life full 
   to the brim with joy, overflowing  with laughter, saturated 
   in hope, and decorated  with good news. 
 One:  Love wins! Christ is risen! 
 Many:  We believe, and are set free. Thanks be to God, amen. 



 
*Passing the Peace 

One: The peace of Christ is with you all. 
Many: And also with you. 

 
*Sung Response “Halle, halle, halle - lu - jah”                         

Trad. Caribbean  (NCH 236) 
 
Halle, halle, halle - lu - jah 
Halle, halle, halle - lu - jah 
Halle, halle, halle - lu - jah 
Hallelujah, halle - lu - jah 

 
 
Children’s Message          Rev. Lacey Brown 
Children (with or without their parent) are invited to come to the 
chancel steps.  After the Children’s Message, children may go to 
Sunday School or remain with their parent in worship.  The Children’s 
Message is included in the livestream and online worship video. 
 
Song 
  

I see the love of God in you, the light of Christ comes shining 
through, and I am blessed to be with you, O holy child of God. 
(repeat) 

 
Scripture Luke 24: 1-12 (CEB)   
 
Very early in the morning on the first day of the week, the women went 
to the tomb, bringing the fragrant spices they had prepared. They found 
the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, they didn’t 
find the body of the Lord Jesus. They didn’t know what to make of this. 
Suddenly, two men were standing beside them in gleaming bright 
clothing. The women were frightened and bowed their faces toward the 
ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living 
among the dead? Jesus isn’t here, but has been raised. Remember 
what he told you while he was still in Galilee, that the Human One must 
be handed over to sinners, be crucified, and on the third day rise 
again.” Then they remembered his words. When they returned from the 
tomb, they reported all these things to the eleven and all the others. It 



was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other 
women with them who told these things to the apostles. Their words 
struck the apostles as nonsense, and they didn’t believe the women. 
But Peter ran to the tomb. When he bent over to look inside, he saw 
only the linen cloth. Then he returned home, wondering what had 
happened. 

     
For the word of God in scripture,  

for the Word of God among us, for the Word of God within us, 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthem “Ring the Bells with Gladness”                   Sharon Hope, cello;  
                         Mike Stewart, violin 
 
We invite you to stand if able and sing the last verse with the choir. 

 
*Ring the Easter bells forever, Jesus is the living Word. 
He has risen as our Savior, King of kings and Lord of lords. 
Rising with a shout of triumph, Christ has won the victory. 
Ring the Easter bells forever, set the alleluias free. 

 
Sermon New Life                   Rev. Lacey Brown 
 
Hymn  TNBH “Jesus Rose up from the Grave”      CUCC Band 
 
Jesus was born into nothin’ 
And nowhere is right where he stayed. 
He rambled through the towns, preaching all around 
On God’s loving, forgiving ways. 
 
Chorus: 
 

Jesus rose up from the grave,  
Jesus rose up from the grave, 
They tried to break him down,  
They tried to take his crown, 
But Jesus rose up from the grave. 

 
Now I know that you’re a sinner, 
And I know that I’m one too, 



But as sure as Christ lives, our God can forgive 
All of the wrongs we might do. 
 
Now Jesus is president of heaven 
And guess who’s invited to the ball? 
The lost and the least, the sinners and the saints, 
Come now and join, one and all! 
 
After last chorus (slower): 
 

We tried to break him down, 
We tried to take his crown, 
But Jesus rose up from the grave. 

 
 
Prayers of the People 
You are invited to pray silently or speak out loud your prayers. End 
your spoken prayers with, “God in your wisdom…” The congregation 
will respond, “...hear our prayer.” We will close with a pastoral prayer 
followed by a contemporary version of the Lord’s Prayer by Parker 
Palmer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer by Parker Palmer 
Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother, 
Holy and blessed is your true name. 
We pray for your reign of peace to come, 
We pray that your good will be done, 
Let heaven and earth become one. 
Give us this day the bread we need,  
Give it to those who have none. 
Let forgiveness flow like a river between us, 
From each one to each one. 
Lead us to holy innocence 
Beyond the evil of our days — 
Come swiftly Mother, Father, come. 
For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy: 
Forever your name is All in One. Amen. 
 
 
 



Musical Offering “Domine Deus” from Gloria                                                 
              Vivaldi;  Sharon Hope, soloist;  
                  Mike Stewart, violin  

“Lord God, Heavenly King, God Almighty Father.” 
 
Invitation to Give             
           
• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword, to 919-888-4541 

 General – give to CUCC’s general fund 
  Pledge – give toward your pledge 

• You can give online at our website www.communityucc.org by 
simply clicking on Donate. 

• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address:  
814 Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC  2760 

 
Offertory “Fairest Lord Jesus”       Silesian folk-tune/Whitman     
                         Mike Stewart, violin       
 
*Doxology: 

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise God for all that love has done, 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
*Dedication of the Offering 
 

Amazing God, we rejoice in Jesus' victory over sin and death! You 
raised him up to live forever. He left behind his linen wrappings -- his 
grave clothes. Robed in glory, Christ leads us from darkness to light. 
Help us to follow him, leaving behind the things of our past that 
obscure our horizons. We dedicate these offerings as tokens of the 
breaking dawn of Christ. May our gratitude shine forth by our joyful 
giving of our time, talent, and money. Amen. 

 
 
 
 



*Hymn  NCH 245  “The Day of Resurrection”                                           
           Sharon Hope, cello;  
                         Mike Stewart, violin 
 
1) The day of resurrection! 
Earth, tell it out abroad; 
the Passover of gladness, 
the Passover of God. 
From death to life eternal, 
from earth unto the sky, 
our Christ has brought us over 
with hymns of victory. 

2) Our hearts be pure from evil, 
that we may see aright 
the Christ who reigns eternal 
in resurrection light; 
We listen for the teachings 
once heard so calm and plain, 
for we, too, want to follow 
and raise the victor strain. 

3) Now let the heavens be joyful, 
let earth its song begin, 
the whole world keep high triumph, 
and all that is therein; 
Let all things seen and unseen 
their notes of gladness blend, 
for Christ again has risen, 
our joy that has no end. 
 
 

  



*Benediction 

Because the tomb is empty your life can be full, so go into every place 
and every day as people brimming with the love of God. Be graceful in 
spirit, hopeful in word, faithful in deed. Live for the risen Christ as 
Christ lives in you. Alleluia! Amen! 
 
*Benediction Response  “Hallelujah Chorus” from Messiah    Handel 
 
*Postlude “With Trumpets and Horns”                                       Handel 
 

 
We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 

 
Communion table decoration for this Sunday is by Kathy Widenhouse. 
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*Processional Hymn NCH 223  “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” 
     Sharon Hope, cello; Mike Stewart, violin 
 
1) What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!  What wondrous 
love is this, O my soul!  What wondrous love is this!   that Christ 
should come in bliss  to bear the heavy cross for my soul, for my 
soul,  to bear the heavy cross for my soul!  
  
2) To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing,  to God and to the 
Lamb, I will sing;  To God and to the Lamb who is the great I Am,  
while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing;  while millions join 
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Hymn  TNBH “Jesus Rose up from the Grave”      CUCC Band 
 
Jesus was born into nothin’ 
And nowhere is right where he stayed. 
He rambled through the towns, preaching all around 
On God’s loving, forgiving ways. 
 
Chorus: 
 

Jesus rose up from the grave,  
Jesus rose up from the grave, 
They tried to break him down,  
They tried to take his crown, 
But Jesus rose up from the grave. 

 
Now I know that you’re a sinner, 
And I know that I’m one too, 
But as sure as Christ lives, our God can forgive 
All of the wrongs we might do. 
 
Now Jesus is president of heaven 
And guess who’s invited to the ball? 
The lost and the least, the sinners and the saints, 
Come now and join, one and all! 
 
After last chorus (slower): 
 

We tried to break him down, 
We tried to take his crown, 
But Jesus rose up from the grave. 
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We listen for the teachings 
once heard so calm and plain, 
for we, too, want to follow 
and raise the victor strain. 

3) Now let the heavens be joyful, 
let earth its song begin, 
the whole world keep high triumph, 
and all that is therein; 
Let all things seen and unseen 
their notes of gladness blend, 
for Christ again has risen, 
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