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7:00PM	Worship	with	Communion  



* Those able may stand 
 
Greeting and Welcome                      Rev. Lacey Brown 
 
Prelude “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”             
         (based on hymn-tune, Hamburg) 
        Mason/Whitman; Mike Stewart, violin 
 
*Call to Worship / Call to the Bod                       Rev. Amanda Kerr 
 
 One:  We invite you to bring your body into the worship of  
   God. You may do so standing or seated, by listening to  
   your heartbeat or noticing the rise and fall of your   
   abdomen with each breath.  

  A call to worship is a call to presence. 
 Many:  We long to be fully present here, and to feel God’s   
   presence here. 
 One:  Notice the space around us, the way it looks, smells,  
   and sounds. 
 Many:  With all our senses, we recognize a sacred space and  
   our belonging in it. 
 One:  We gather as God’s good creation, wonderfully made. 
 Many:  We join our bodies into one body as we remember the  
   life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
*Hymn  NCH 225  “It Was a Sad and Solemn Night” 
 
1. It was a sad and solemn night, 
 when powers of earth and hell arose 
 Against the Child of God’s delight, 
 whom friends betrayed to wicked foes. 
 
2. Before the mournful scene began, 
 Our Jesus blessed and broke the bread; 
 What love through all these actions ran, 
 what wondrous words of lover were said! 
 
3. “This is my body, broke for sin, 
 receive and eat the living food”; 



 Then took the cup and blessed the wine, 
 “This the new covenant in my blood.” 
 
4. “Share this, my feast, till time shall end, 
 in memory of your dying friend: 
 Meet at my table and recall 
 the love which God has shown to all.” 
 
5. O Christ your feast we celebrate; 
 we show your death, we sing your name, 
 till you return, and we shall eat 
 the marriage supper of the Lamb. 
 
Prayer of Confession           Rev. Śānti Matthews 
 
Gracious God,  
As those who strive to follow Jesus in our living 
and to trust your power in our dying, 
we gather to reflect upon the life that ended on a cross. 
 
We recognize in ourselves the strengths and weaknesses of Jesus’ 
disciples: 
Although they loved him, they disappointed and failed him. 
 
And yet, gathering with these imperfect friends at this last meal 
Jesus washed their feet in service, and then 
extended the bread and cup to each. 
Jesus called them to love one another, and invited them to share in his 
very life and in his acceptance of the road ahead. 
 
We are humbled, honored and inspired 
by the deep love Christ extended to the world, 
and we take seriously the calling to be the body of Christ today. 
 
Forgive us when we disappoint and fail you, 
and guide us back to a place of trust and faithful living. 
 
Grant us the vision to see the world as you see it, 



with love and compassion for each creature and all of your creation. 
 
 

~ Silent reflection and time for prayer ~ 
 
 
Assurance of God’s Love          Rev. Śānti Matthews 
 
 One: Since we were buried with Christ in these waters, we are 
   raised to new life with him.  
   The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting! 
   I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, we are  
   forgiven. 
   This is the good news of the gospel, and it is for you,  
   and for me, and for all. 
   Whatever we have done, whatever we have failed to do, 
   whoever we are, whoever we wish we were but are not: 
 Many: We are accepted, we are welcomed. 
   We are washed clean, we are raised up. 
   We are forgiven, we are set free. 
   In the love of Jesus Christ, we are loved forever. 
   In the waters of baptism we are set free to let go of what  
   is old and broken, to live a new life in the resurrection,  
   and to follow together in a joyful way, after Jesus Christ, 
   our loving Savior. Amen. 
 
*Passing the Peace 

One: The peace of Christ is with you all. 
Many: And also with you. 

 
*Congregational Sung Response                     Taize 
 
 "My peace I leave you, my peace I give you, trouble not your 
 hearts.  
  My peace I leave you, my peace I give you, be not afraid."  (repeat) 
 
 
 
 



Scripture John 13: 1-30  NRSV 
 
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had 
come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his 
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had 
already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray 
him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 
things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going 
to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel 
around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash 
the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around 
him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to 
wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am 
doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will 
never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have 
no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only 
but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has 
bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. 
And you are clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was to 
betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned 
to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 
You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. 
So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought 
to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you 
also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are 
not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one 
who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do 
them. I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. But 
it is to fulfill the scripture, ‘The one who ate my bread has lifted his 
heel against me.’ I tell you this now, before it occurs, so that when it 
does occur, you may believe that I am he. Very truly, I tell you, 
whoever receives one whom I send receives me; and whoever receives 
me receives him who sent me.” 

After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, “Very 
truly, I tell you, one of you will betray me.” The disciples looked at one 
another, uncertain of whom he was speaking. One of his disciples—



the one whom Jesus loved—was reclining next to him; Simon Peter 
therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. So 
while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” Jesus 
answered, “It is the one to whom I give this piece of bread when I have 
dipped it in the dish.” So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he 
gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot. After he received the piece of 
bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “Do quickly what you 
are going to do.” Now no one at the table knew why he said this to 
him. Some thought that, because Judas had the common purse, Jesus 
was telling him, “Buy what we need for the festival”; or, that he should 
give something to the poor. So, after receiving the piece of bread, he 
immediately went out. And it was night. 
 
 
Anthem “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”       
          (based on hymn-tune, Rockingham) 
                       arr. Hanson 
 
Communion            Rev. Diane Faires Beadle 
 
At Community United Church of Christ, we practice an “open table,” 
meaning that you do not have to be a member of our church to 
participate. You don’t have to be baptized or have gone through a 
confirmation process. The only prerequisite is an open heart. All are 
welcome at Christ’s table. If you prefer to be served at your seat, 
please let a pastor know. Communion distribution at the front is 
included in the livestream and online worship video. 
 
Congregational song during communion 
  
 “Eat this bread, drink this cup, come to me and never be hungry. 
  Eat this bread, drink this cup, trust in me and you will not thirst.” 
 (repeat) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Hymn  TNBH  “What Wondrous Love Is This”  
 
1. What wondrous love is this, oh my soul, oh my soul 
 What wondrous love is this, oh my soul? 
 What wondrous love is this, that caused the Lord of bliss 
 To bear the heavy price for my soul, for my soul, 
 To bear the heavy price for my soul? 
 
2. When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down 
 When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
 When I was sinking down, from fear and guilt to drown, 
 Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul 
 Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 
3. To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing 
 To God and to the Lamb I will sing 
 To God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM 
 While the millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing 
 While millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 
4. And when from death I’m free I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on 
 And when from death I’m free I’ll sing on 
 And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be 
 And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on 
 And through eternity, I’ll sing on. 
 
We thank everyone online for joining us for Maundy Thursday 
Worship.  At this time, members of the congregation will move into the 
courtyard and memorial garden for a time of silence and scripture 
reading. The CUCC livestream will now fade to black. There will be no 
online fellowship via Zoom following this evening’s service. 
 
*Scripture Luke 22: 39-53  NRSV         (Scripture reading in the  
                 courtyard) 
 
Jesus came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; 
and the disciples followed him. When he reached the place, he said to 
them, “Pray that you may not come into the time of trial.” Then he 
withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, 



“Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will 
but yours be done.” [[Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and 
gave him strength. In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his 
sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the ground.]] 
When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them 
sleeping because of grief, and he said to them, “Why are you 
sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come into the time of 
trial.” 
 
While Jesus was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one 
called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them. He approached 
Jesus to kiss him; but Jesus said to him, “Judas, is it with a kiss that 
you are betraying the Son of Man?” When those who were around him 
saw what was coming, they asked, “Lord, should we strike with the 
sword?” Then one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut 
off his right ear. But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his 
ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of 
the temple police, and the elders who had come for him, “Have you 
come out with swords and clubs as if I were a bandit? When I was with 
you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this 
is your hour, and the power of darkness!” 
 
*Closing song “Were You There” 
 
 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
 Were you there when they crucified my Lord?. 
 
 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
 Were you there when they pierced him in the side?                    
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
 
 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 



*Benediction             Rev. Śānti Matthews 
 
Jesus chose to use his final hours to establish intimate and profound 
physical connections with his friends. In the midst of this connection, 
he offered a new commandment: to love others as he loves us. This is 
not an abstract, sentimental love. This is bread-breaking,  
foot-washing, messy love. We have visited the font, we have been 
nourished at the table, and now we go out into the world to live out 
Jesus’s commandment. As we leave this place, may the presence of 
the Creator, the Redeemer, and the Sustainer fill the nooks and 
crannies of our lives. 
Go in love! Amen.    
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*Hymn  NCH 225  “It Was a Sad and Solemn Night” 
 
1. It was a sad and solemn night, 
 when powers of earth and hell arose 
 Against the Child of God’s delight, 
 whom friends betrayed to wicked foes. 
 
2. Before the mournful scene began, 
 Our Jesus blessed and broke the bread; 
 What love through all these actions ran, 
 what wondrous words of lover were said! 
 
3. “This is my body, broke for sin, 
 receive and eat the living food”; 
 Then took the cup and blessed the wine, 
 “This the new covenant in my blood.” 
 
4. “Share this, my feast, till time shall end, 
 in memory of your dying friend: 
 Meet at my table and recall 
 the love which God has shown to all.” 
 
5. O Christ your feast we celebrate; 
 we show your death, we sing your name, 
 till you return, and we shall eat 
 the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Hymn  TNBH  “What Wondrous Love Is This”  
 
1. What wondrous love is this, oh my soul, oh my soul 
 What wondrous love is this, oh my soul? 
 What wondrous love is this, that caused the Lord of bliss 
 To bear the heavy price for my soul, for my soul, 
 To bear the heavy price for my soul? 
 
2. When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down 
 When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
 When I was sinking down, from fear and guilt to drown, 
 Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul 
 Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 
3. To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing 
 To God and to the Lamb I will sing 
 To God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM 
 While the millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing 
 While millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 
4. And when from death I’m free I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on 
 And when from death I’m free I’ll sing on 
 And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be 
 And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on 
 And through eternity, I’ll sing on. 


