
  

 * Those able may stand 
Bold type indicates a unison response 
 
Welcome and Announcements                  Rev. Lacey Brown 
Welcome to Community UCC! We’re so glad you’re with us this 
morning for worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, 
welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 
CUCC is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to 
come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about our 
ministries, please talk with one of the ushers or check out our website: 
www.communityucc.org 
       
Prelude “Adoramus Te, Christe”                                         Mozart/Biggs 
 
Introit 
 
*Call to Worship                    
 

One:  That we are here today is no accident.  
Many: Christ himself has called us together.  
One:  The invitation stretches far and wide:  
Many: from wilderness and wandering, 
One:  from loneliness and longing,  
Many: all have a place at the table.  
One:  The feast is ready and waiting:  
Many: there is more than enough truth to go around,  
One:  joy is ours for the taking,  
Many: and peace is poured out in abundance.  
One:  Our every need has been anticipated.  
Many: Taste and see that God is good. 
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*Hymn  NCH 4  “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You” 
 
1  Joyful, joyful, we adore you, 
 God of glory, God of love; 
 Hearts unfold like flowers before you, 
 opening to the sun above. 
 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
 drive the storms of doubt away; 
 Giver of immortal gladness, 
 fill us with the light of day. 

2  All your works with joy surround you, 
earth and heaven reflect your rays, 
Stars and angels sing around you, 
center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
Chanting bird and flowing fountain 
teach us what our praise should be. 

3  You are giving and forgiving, 
ever blessing, ever blessed, 
Well-spring of the joy of living, 
ocean depth of happy rest! 
Loving Spirit, Father, Mother, 
all who love belong to you; 
Teach us how to love each other, 
by that love our joy renew. 

4  Mortals, join the mighty chorus 
which the morning stars began; 
Boundless love is reigning o’er us, 
reconciling race and clan. 
Ever singing, move we forward, 
faithful in the midst of strife, 
Joyful music leads us onward 
in the triumph song of life. 



 
 
Unison Confession                  
 

Merciful God, your patience is more than we deserve. Our priorities 
are so often confused. You invite us to your table of life and love, 
and rather than running full tilt, we hesitate. We consult our 
calendars and weigh our options. We consider who else might be in 
attendance, or we question whether we really belong. Forgive us for 
the selfish choices we have made. Forgive us for the shallow 
excuses we have made. Show us once again what faithfulness 
looks like.  

 
~time for silent reflection and prayer~ 

 
Assurance of God’s Love 

 
Our hospitable and loving God invites us to a great banquet where 
the last is first and the humble and mighty trade places. Let us join 
the feast. Setting aside our fear of scarcity. Let us share in God’s 
abundance and greet one another with peace and joy.  

 
*Passing the Peace            

The peace of Christ is with you all! 
And also with you. 

 
*Response                               Taize/Berthier 
 

Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten. 
Those who seek God can never go wanting. 
Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten. 
God alone fills us. 

 
Children’s Message                                                      Tom DeVito 
Children (with or without their parent) are invited to come to the 
chancel steps.  After the Children’s Message, children may go to 
Sunday School or remain with their parent in worship.  The Children’s 
Message is included in the livestream and online worship video. 
 



Response  
 
I see the love of God in you, the light of Christ comes shining 
through, and I am blessed to be with you, O holy child of God. 
(repeat) 

Reading  Luke 14: 1, 7-14 (NRSV) 
 
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the 
Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him 
closely. When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, 
he told them a parable. "When you are invited by someone to a 
wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case 
someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 
and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, `Give 
this person your place,' and then in disgrace you would start to take 
the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the 
lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, 
`Friend, move up higher'; then you will be honored in the presence of 
all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted." 

Jesus said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a 
luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or 
your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, 
and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the 
poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, 
because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the righteous." 
 

For the word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for 
the Word of God within us, 

Thanks be to God. 
Sermon God’s Guest List                            Rev. Lacey Brown 
 
 
 
 
 



*Hymn  NCH 454  “Lord, I Want To Be a Christian” 
 
1  Lord, I want to be a Christian 
 in my heart, in my heart; 
 Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 
 In my heart, in my heart, 
 Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 

2  Lord, I want to be more loving 
in my heart, in my heart. 
Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart. 

3  Lord, I want to be more holy 
in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. 

4  Lord, I want to be like Jesus 
in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 

 
Prayers of the People             
 
Those on campus are invited to pray silently or speak out loud your 
prayers.  End your spoken prayer with, “God in your wisdom…” and 
the congregation will respond, “…hear our prayer.”  Those online may 
chat your prayer, and we will read aloud as many as we are able.  We 
will close with a pastoral prayer followed by the Lord’s Prayer.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father/Mother in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 



us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Invitation to Give             
           

• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword, to 919-888-
4541 

General – give to CUCC’s general fund 
Pledge – give toward your pledge 

• You can give online at our website www.communityucc.org by 
simply clicking on Donate. 

• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address: 814 
Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC  27607 

 
Offertory “Andantino”                                                                 Franck 

 
*Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God for all that love has done, 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. 
 

*Dedication of the Offering           
                                         

God, help us to know the truth of your love in our lives; Enable us 
to grow in the grace we need to be agents of change for a better 
world. We dedicate ourselves and our gifts to your service. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
*Hymn  NCH 81  “God Be with You” 
 
1  God be with you till we meet again; 
 By good counsel guide, uphold you, 
 With a shepherd's care enfold you; 
 God be with you till we meet again. 

Refrain: 
Till we meet, till we meet, 
Till we meet at Jesus’ feet; 
Till we meet, till we meet, 
God be with you till we meet again. 

2  God be with you till we meet again; 
Wings of shelter safely hide you, 
Daily manna still provide you: 
God be with you till we meet again. [Refrain] 

3  God be with you till we meet again; 
When life’s perils thick confound you, 
Put unfailing arms around you: 
God be with you till we meet again. [Refrain] 

4  God be with you till we meet again; 
Keep love’s banner floating o’er you, 
Smite death’s threatening wave before you: 
God be with you till we meet again. [Refrain] 

*Benediction 
 

Go now into the world, strengthened by the gifts with which Christ 
has fed you. 
Be generous to others, for Christ has given extravagantly. 
Live by God’s word, avoiding lies and violence. 
Walk in God’s paths and never stray. 
Take the Good News of God’s love with you everywhere you go. 
Serve, feed, heal, and care for those around you, living out Christ’s 
example of compassion. 



Let the Holy Spirit confirm the truth in you and fill you with God’s 
presence always. Amen. 

 
Benediction Response 
 
*Postlude “Give Thanks for Life”                                              Barnby 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Communion table decoration for this Sunday is by Kathy Widenhouse. 
 

We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 
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