
  
 * Those able may stand 
Bold type indicates a unison response 
 

Welcome                                                                    Rev. Sharon Hope 
Welcome to Community UCC! We’re so glad you’re with us this 
morning for worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, 
welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 
CUCC is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to 
come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about our 
ministries, please talk with one of the ushers or check out our website: 
www.communityucc.org 
       
Announcements                                            Merrilee Jacobson 
 
Prelude “O Day Full of Grace”                             Weyse/Sadowski 
 
*Call to Worship           Anne Moorman-Smith  

             
One:  God has reconciled us to God’s own self and to one another,  
  and has made us one community    of love. 
Many: We celebrate God’s gift of unity, and claim it as our calling. 
One:  Separation, enmity, and hatred are sins that Christ has   
  already conquered; they have no place here among the   
  beloved of God. 
Many: God has given us many ways to enjoy our unity. 
One:  We commit ourselves to bless one another. 
Many: We will nurture our faith and fulfill our calling. 
One:  We will be of one soul and mind. 
Many: We will share one baptism, eat one bread, and drink one cup. 
One:  We will confess one Name, and share one hope. 
Many: We will bear one another’s burdens and build each other up. 
One:  We will suffer together knowing that God feels our pain. 
Many: We will pray often and serve God together. 
One:  We will stand against injustice, racism, and greed. 
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Many: We will use our differences to serve Christ, one another, and  
  the world. 
One:  We celebrate God’s gift of unity, and claim it as our calling.  
  Let us worship the Holy One. 

 
*Hymn  TNBH  “Nothing Can Separate Us” 
 
Chorus: 
 

Nothing can separate us 
From the deep, deep love of God 
Not trials or temptations 
From the deep, deep love of God. 

 
In times of deepest sorrow, 
When joy seems lost and gone, 
Christ stays our true companion; 
We are never left alone. 
 
If God our judge is for us, 
Then who will stand against? 
Christ Jesus laid his life down: 
Our Way to make amends. 
 
God’s love: 
the ground we walk on 
God’s love:  
the air we breathe 
God’s love:  
the simple sunshine 
God’s love:  
our own heartbeat 
 
Congregational Prayer        Mike Schafale 
                 

One:  Holy God, as you have taught us, we bow down before you in 
  all humility, gentleness and  patience, supporting each other  
  with love and trying to keep the unity of the spirit by the   



  bonds of peace, that we may become “one body and one  
  spirit,” according to our common calling and vocation. 
Many: With one voice, repenting of our divisions, we commit   
  ourselves to working together for reconciliation, peace, and  
  justice, and we stand together in imploring you: help us to  
  live as your disciples, overcoming selfishness and    
  arrogance, hatred and violence; give us the strength to   
  forgive.  
One:  Inspire our witness in the world, that we might foster a   
  culture of dialogue, and be bearers of the hope which your  
  gospel has implanted in us. Make us instruments of your  
  peace, so that our  homes and communities, churches, and  
  nations might resonate more fully with the peace you   
  have long desired to bestow upon us. Amen. 

 
*Passing the Peace            

The peace of Christ is with you all! 
And also with you. 

 
*Response                          Spiritual 
 

I’ve got peace like a river 
I’ve got peace like a river 
I’ve got peace like a river, in my soul. (repeat) 

 
Reading  1 Kings 19:1-18 (NRSV) 
 
Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done and how he had killed all the 
prophets with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, 
saying, “So may the gods do to me and more also, if I do not make 
your life like the life of one of them by this time tomorrow.” Then he 
was afraid; he got up and fled for his life and came to Beer-sheba, 
which belongs to Judah; he left his servant there. 

But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness and came and 
sat down under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die, “It is 
enough; now, O Lord, take away my life, for I am no better than my 
ancestors.” Then he lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep. 
Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, “Get up and eat.” He 



looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on hot stones and a jar 
of water. He ate and drank and lay down again. The angel of the Lord 
came a second time, touched him, and said, “Get up and eat, or the 
journey will be too much for you.” He got up and ate and drank; then 
he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to 
Horeb the mount of God. At that place, he came to a cave and spent 
the night there. 

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing 
here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the 
God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown 
down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am 
left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the 
Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that 
it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the 
Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind, and after the wind an 
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake, and after the 
earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a 
sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in 
his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then 
there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, 
for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your 
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and 
they are seeking my life, to take it away.” Then the Lord said to him, 
“Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you 
arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall 
anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint 
Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 
Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and 
whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will 
leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to 
Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 

For the word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for 
the Word of God within us, 

Thanks be to God. 
 



Musical Offering “Balm in Gilead”                             Spiritual 
              Tim Jensen, Julia Robertson and, Mike Schafale 

 
Sermon                         Rev. Sharon Hope 
 
*Hymn  NCH 329  “Jesus the Joy of Loving Hearts” 
 
1  Jesus, the joy of loving hearts, 
 fount of our lives, and light of all: 
 From every bliss that earth imparts 
 we turn, unfilled, to hear your call. 

2  Your truth unchanged has ever stood; 
you plead with all to call on you; 
To those still seeking, you are good; 
to those who find you, life is new. 

3  We taste of you, the living bread, 
and long to feast upon you still; 
We drink of you, the fountain-head; 
our thirsty souls from you we fill. 

4  For you our restless spirits yearn, 
where'er our changing lot is cast; 
Glad, when your smile on us you turn, 
blessed, when by faith we hold you fast. 

5  O Jesus, ever with us stay! 
Make all our moments calm and bright! 
Oh, chase the cloud of sin away! 
Shed o'er the world your holy light. 

 
 
 
 
  



Invitation to Give             
           

• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword,  
to 919-888-4541 

General – give to CUCC’s general fund 
Pledge – give toward your pledge 

• You can give online at our website www.communityucc.org by 
simply clicking on Donate. 

• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address: 814 
Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC  27607 

 
Offertory “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”                 Miller/Russell 

 
*Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God for all that love has done, 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. 
 

*Dedication of the Offering           
                                         

Generous God, thank you for all the good things you continue to 
provide for us. Don’t let us take your gifts for granted or abuse 
them. Instead, help us always to rely on you in faith. Use us and 
what you have given us for your good purposes. Amen.  

 
Celebration of Holy Communion 
At Community United Church of Christ, we practice an “open table,” 
meaning that you do not have to be a member of our church to 
participate. You don’t have to be baptized or have gone through a 
confirmation process. The only prerequisite is an open heart. All are 
welcome at Christ’s table. If you prefer to be served at your seat, 
please let a pastor know.  Communion distribution at the front is 
included in the livestream and online worship video.  
 
 
 



Invitation  
Words of Institution 
Sharing the bread and cup 
Prayer after receiving 
 
*Hymn  NCH 493  “O Jesus, I Have Promised” 
 
1  O Jesus, I have promised 
 to serve you to the end; 
 remain forever near me, 
 my Savior and my Friend; 
 I shall not fear life's struggles 
 if you are by my side, 
 nor wander from the pathway 
 if you will be my guide. 

2  O let me hear you speaking 
 in accents clear and still, 
 above the storms of passion, 
 the murmurs of self-will! 
 O speak to reassure me, 
 to hasten or control! 
 O speak, and make me listen, 
 O guardian of my soul! 

4  O Jesus, you have promised 
to all who follow you 
that where you are in glory 
your servant shall be, too; 
And, Jesus, I have promised 
to serve you to the end; 
O give me grace to follow 
my Savior and my Friend! 

 
 
 
 
 



*Benediction 
 

Go forth from this place confident in God’s love for you. 
Hold fast to that which is good. 
Forgive others and yourself. 
Strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, and help the 
afflicted. 
Love all people and share your possession with those in need. 
Serve God and God alone. Be Christ-like in your words and actions.  
Rejoice in the power of the Spirit. Amen. 

 
*Postlude “Great Day”                                                              Spiritual 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 Communion table decoration for this Sunday is by Susan Hasbrouck. 
 

We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 
 

Copyright and licensing notifications 
Used with permission for reprinting and streaming/podcasting under ONE LICENSE #A-738843, CCLI Reprinting License 
#11204669  CCLI Streaming License #20261332, and CCS License #14247. All rights reserved. 
 
“Call to Worship,” by Paul Janssen, https://www.faithward.org/belhar-confession-prayers-of-commitment/ 
“Congregational Prayer,” by Nolan Palsma, https://www.faithward.org/belhar-confession-prayers-of-commitment/ 
 

  
 
 

 

CUCC STAFF 
Senior Pastor: Lacey Brown  lacey.cucc@gmail.com 

Associate Pastor: Śānti Matthews  education.cucc@gmail.com 
Communications Manager: Jeff Cole  office.cucc@gmail.com 

Children’s Ministry: Anne Bailey Zschau  children.cucc@gmail.com 
Choir Director: Anne Moorman-Smith  sing.cucc@gmail.com 

Organist: Doug Barrick  music.cucc@gmail.com 
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