
  

 * Those able may stand 
 
Welcome and Announcements                    Rev. Lacey Brown 
Welcome to Community UCC! We’re so glad you’re with us this 
morning for worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, 
welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 
CUCC is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to 
come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about our 
ministries, please talk with one of the ushers or check out our website: 
www.communityucc.org 
       
Prelude “Nimrod”   Variation #9 from “Enigma Variations”           Elgar 
                          Sharon Hope, cello; Michael Stewart, violin 
 
Introit 
 
*Call to Worship                    
 

One:  God, you are the gathering one who calls us into community  
  with each other to love and work, to support and heal.  
Many: You are the gathering one who calls us into community with  
  all people; to bring justice and hope, freedom and truth.  
One:  You are the gathering one who calls us into community with  
  the whole creation; to live in harmony, to cherish and renew.  
Many: Let us worship the God who makes us one. 

 
*Hymn “Let Us Build a House” (All Are Welcome) 
 
Let us build a house 
Where love can dwell 
And all can safely live 
A place where 
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Saints and children tell 
How hearts learn to forgive 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions 
Rock of faith and vault of grace 
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions 
All are welcome, all are welcome 
All are welcome in this place 
Let us build a house where prophets speak 
And words are strong and true 
Where all God's children dare to seek 
To dream God's reign anew 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
And a symbol of God's grace 
Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus 
All are welcome, all are welcome 
All are welcome in this place 
Let us build a house where love is found 
In water, wine and wheat 
A banquet hall on holy ground 
Where peace and justice meet 
Here the love of God, through Jesus 
Is revealed in time and space 
As we share in Christ the feast that frees us 
All are welcome, all are welcome 
All are welcome in this place 
 
Prayer                  
 

May the God who is community be with us as we seek to be a 
community  
May God bless our dreams and affirm our intentions 
May God help us to be real and to find depth in weakness and 
brokenness  
May God help us to face and grow through conflict rather than 
pretend by being nice  
May we look at each other through soft eyes and truly respect each 
other as human beings  
May God help us let go of control and the need to fix one another  



May God help us discover we are needy in our own souls and give 
attention to our own hearts  
May God grant us the gift of an extraordinary love that flows from 
the heart of God that covers a multitude of wrongs 
May God give us hearts as we serve the wider community with a 
Christ-like attitude 
May God shape our community and help us mature in love 
Amen. 

 
*Passing the Peace            

The peace of Christ is with you all! 
And also with you. 

 
*Response                          Spiritual 
 

I've got peace like a river                                             
I've got peace like a river 
I've got peace like a river, in my soul.  (repeat) 

 
Children’s Message                             Beth Allison Moon 
Children (with or without their parent) are invited to come to the 
chancel steps.  After the Children’s Message, children may go to 
Sunday School or remain with their parent in worship.  The Children’s 
Message is included in the livestream and online worship video. 
 
Response  

 
Go now in peace.  Go now in peace.  May the love of God surround 
you everywhere, everywhere you may go. 

 
Reading  Exodus 32: 1-14 (NRSV)       Anita Sawhney Flynn 
 
When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the 
mountain, the people gathered around Aaron and said to him, “Come, 
make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man 
who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has 
become of him.” Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are 
on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters and bring 
them to me.” So all the people took off the gold rings from their ears 



and brought them to Aaron. He took these from them, formed them in 
a mold, and cast an image of a calf, and they said, “These are your 
gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” When 
Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it, and Aaron made a 
proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to the Lord.” 
They rose early the next day and offered burnt offerings and brought 
sacrifices of well-being, and the people sat down to eat and drink and 
rose up to revel. 
 
The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you 
brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have 
been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they 
have cast for themselves an image of a calf and have worshiped it and 
sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought 
you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” The Lord said to Moses, “I have 
seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone so that 
my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them, and of 
you I will make a great nation.” 
 
But Moses implored the Lord his God and said, “O Lord, why does 
your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the 
land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? Why should 
the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to 
kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the 
earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not 
bring disaster on your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, 
your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to 
them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all 
this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they 
shall inherit it forever.’ ” And the Lord changed his mind about the 
disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 
 

For the word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for 
the Word of God within us, 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Anthem All Things Bright and Beautiful                        Rutter 
                                       



Sermon Changed hearts and minds            Rev. Lacey Brown 
 
*Hymn  NCH 448  “Take My Life, God, Let It Be” 
 
1  Take my life,God, let it be 
 consecrated faithfully. 
 Take my moments and my days, 
 let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

2  Take my spirit, let it move 
at the impulse of your love. 
Take my intellect and use 
all its powers as you choose. 

3  Take my will; your will be done! 
Make your will and mine be one. 
Take my heart, and by your grace 
make of it your dwelling place. 

4  Take my love and help it grow; 
let my loving overflow. 
Take me now, and help me be 
part of Christ's community. 

 
Prayers of the People             
Those on campus are invited to pray silently or speak out loud your 
prayers.  End your spoken prayer with, “God in your wisdom…” and 
the congregation will respond, “…hear our prayer.”  Those online may 
chat your prayer, and we will read aloud as many as we are able.  We 
will close with a pastoral prayer followed by the Lord’s Prayer.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father/Mother in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 



 
Invitation to Give             
           

• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword, to 919-888-
4541 

General – give to CUCC’s general fund 
Pledge – give toward your pledge 

• You can give online at our website www.communityucc.org by 
simply clicking on Donate. 

• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address: 814 
Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC  27607 

 
Offertory “Bretheren, It Is Good to Worship”  Early American/Roberson 

 
*Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God for all that love has done, 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. 
 

*Dedication of the Offering           
                                         

We offer our gifts to you, Lord, with grateful, cheerful hearts. You 
meet our needs on the journey, providing what we need when we 
need it. You give us blessings beyond measure. Trusting you, we 
can share what we have with others, and we do this joyfully, 
together, today. Amen. 

 
New Members Joining: 
 

● Do you desire to affirm your baptism into the faith and family of 
Jesus Christ? 

● Do you renounce the powers of evil and desire the freedom of 
new life in Christ?  

● Do you profess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior?  
● Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be Christ’s disciple, to 

follow in the way of our Savior, to resist oppression and evil, to 



show love and justice, and to witness to the work and word of 
Jesus Christ as best you are able?  

● Do you promise, according to the grace given you, to grow in the 
Christian faith, and to be a faithful member of the church of Jesus 
Christ , celebrating Christ’s presence and furthering Christ’s 
mission in all the world? 

 
*Welcome and reception of new members  

We welcome you with joy into the common life of this church. We 
promise you our friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and 
labors of the church of Jesus Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit 
may we continue to grow together in God’s knowledge and love and 
be witness to our risen Savior.  

 
*Hymn  NCH 393  “Blessed Be the Tie That Binds” 
 
1  Blessed be the tie that binds 
 our hearts in Christian love; 
 the sharing of a common life 
 is like to that above. 

2  Before our God we come 
and pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 
our comforts and our cares. 

3  We share each other's woes, 
Each other's burdens bear. 
And often for each other flows 
a sympathizing tear. 

4  When we are called to part 
it gives us inward pain, 
But we shall still be joined in heart, 
and hope to meet again. 

 
 

 



*Benediction 
 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one 
body you were called to peace.  

 And be thankful. 
 
Benediction Response 
 
*Postlude “God Is Our Strength and Song”                          Lockhart 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 Communion table decoration for this Sunday is by Autumn Cobeland. 
 

We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 
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