
  
 * Those able may stand 
Bold type indicates a unison response 
 
Welcome and Announcements                                 Rev. Lacey Brown 
Welcome to Community UCC! We’re so glad you’re with us this morning for worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time 
visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! CUCC is an inclusive faith community where 
everyone is welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about our ministries, please talk with one 
of the ushers or check out our website: www.communityucc.org 
       
Prelude On hymn tune, Thaxted, based on theme from “Jupiter” from “The Planets”               Holst  
 
Introit 
                                                
*Call to Worship                    
 

One:  From Bethlehem to Nazareth,  
from Jordan to Jericho,  
from Bethany to Jerusalem,  
from then to now,  

Many:  come, Lord Jesus.  
One:  To heal the sick,  

to mend the broken-hearted, 
to comfort the disturbed,  
to disturb the comfortable,  
to cleanse the temple,  
to liberate faith from convention,  

Many:  come, Lord Jesus.  
One:  To carry the cross,  

to lead the way,  
to shoulder the sin of the world  
and take it away,  

Many:  come, Lord Jesus.  
One:  Today, to this place, to us, 
Many:  come, Lord Jesus.  

 
*Hymn   NCH 275 “Come Now, Almighty God” 
 
Confession                 
 

Creator God, You created the earth, whole and round; You created us to be whole people. But we 
have become fragmented, cracked, and broken. We are broken by false promises, lost 
relationships, and shattered trust. We have become cracked with the experience of systemic sin: 
prejudice, oppression, and fear. We have become fragmented, building up walls instead of lending 
hands. Forgive us when we have done the breaking, heal us where we have been hurt. Let your 
light shine through our cracks and scars so that we might bring light to the world, showing that in 
you we are made whole. In you we find healing. In you, we find renewed life. Help us to forgive, to 
love, to mend. Amen.  

 
~ time for silent reflection and prayer~ 
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Assurance of God’s Love 
 

Matthew 18: 21-22  
 

Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often should I forgive? As 
many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

 
*Passing the Peace            

The peace of Christ is with you all! 
And also with you. 

 
*Response                                                      Spiritual 
 

I've got peace like a river                                             
I've got peace like a river 
I've got peace like a river, in my soul.  (repeat) 
 

Children’s Message                                                                                            Greg Flynn 
Children (with or without their parent) are invited to come to the chancel steps.  After the Children’s Message, children 
may go to Sunday School or remain with their parent in worship.  The Children’s Message is included in the livestream 
and online worship video. 
 
Response  

 
Go now in peace.  Go now in peace.  May the love of God surround you everywhere, everywhere 
you may go. 

 

Reading  Luke 16: 19-31 (Common English Bible)                       Suzanne Chester 
 
“There was a certain rich man who clothed himself in purple and fine linen, and who feasted luxuriously every 
day. At his gate lay a certain poor man named Lazarus who was covered with sores. Lazarus longed to eat the 
crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table. Instead, dogs would come and lick his sores. 

“The poor man died and was carried by angels to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried. 
While being tormented in the place of the dead, he looked up and saw Abraham at a distance with Lazarus at 
his side. He shouted, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me. Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water 
and cool my tongue, because I’m suffering in this flame.’ But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your 
lifetime you received good things, whereas Lazarus received terrible things. Now Lazarus is being comforted 
and you are in great pain. Moreover, a great crevasse has been fixed between us and you. Those who wish to 
cross over from here to you cannot. Neither can anyone cross from there to us.’ 

“The rich man said, ‘Then I beg you, Father, send Lazarus to my father’s house. I have five brothers. He needs 
to warn them so that they don’t come to this place of agony.’ Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the 
Prophets. They must listen to them.’ The rich man said, ‘No, Father Abraham! But if someone from the dead 
goes to them, they will change their hearts and lives.’ Abraham said, ‘If they don’t listen to Moses and the 
Prophets, then neither will they be persuaded if someone rises from the dead.’” 

For the word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for the Word of God within us, 
Thanks be to God. 

 
                                       
Anthem Praise To the Lord, Young 
 
Sermon Who is lying at my gate?                                                                   Rev. Lacey Brown 
 
*Hymn  NCH 463  “I Look to You in Every Need” 
 



Prayers of the People             
Those on campus are invited to pray silently or speak out loud your prayers.  End your spoken prayer with, “God in 
your wisdom…” and the congregation will respond, “…hear our prayer.”  Those online may chat your prayer, and we 
will read aloud as many as we are able.  We will close with a pastoral prayer followed by a translation of  
the Lord’s Prayer.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer: by Parker Palmer 
 

Heavenly Father/Mother, 
Holy and blessed is your true name. 
We pray for your reign of peace to come, 
We pray that your good will be done, 
Let heaven and earth become one. 
Give us this day the bread we need, Give it to those who have none. 
Let forgiveness flow like a river between us, 
From each one to each one. 
Lead us to holy innocence 
Beyond the evil of our days — 
Come swiftly Mother, Father, come. 
For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy: 
Forever your name is All in One. Amen. 

 
Ministry Moment: Nominating Committee                    Bill Gretsche 
 
Invitation to Give              
          

• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword, to 919-888-4541 
General – give to CUCC’s general fund 
Pledge – give toward your pledge 

• You can give online at our website www.communityucc.org by simply clicking on Donate. 

• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address: 814 Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC  27607 

 
Offertory “Dialogue”                                                                                                           Shultz-Widmar 

 
*Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God for all that love has done, 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. 
 

*Dedication of the Offering           
                                         

God of blessings and hope, we give to you these gifts as tokens of our lives. Use these gifts for 
healing and hope in your world. Use us as instruments of peace and healing love. Amen. 

 
*Hymn  NCH 63  “Holy Spirit, Truth Divine” 
 
*Benediction 
 

As we leave this place, may our eyes be opened to those who lie at our gates. With the love of Christ 
within us, may we see the hungry and the hurting, the abused and the forgotten. And may we seek to 
share the blessings we have been given. In the name of God, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, may we 
go out and live the Kin-dom. Amen. 

  



Choral Benediction Response 
 
*Postlude “O God of Earth and Altar”                                                                                       Welsh hymn 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Communion table decoration for this Sunday is by Autumn Cobeland. 
 

We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 
 

Copyright and licensing notifications 
Used with permission for reprinting and streaming/podcasting under ONE LICENSE #A-738843, CCLI Reprinting License 
#11204669  CCLI Streaming License #20261332, and CCS License #14247. All rights reserved. 
 
“Call to Worship,” Wild Goose Worship Group, from Stages on the Way, p. 39 
“Benediction,” written by Derek C. Weber 
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