
  
 * Those able may stand 
Bold type indicates a unison response 
 

Welcome and Announcements            Rev. Lacey Brown 
Welcome to Community UCC! We’re so glad you’re with us this 
morning for worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, 
welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 
CUCC is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to 
come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about our 
ministries, please talk with one of the ushers or check out our website: 
www.communityucc.org 
       
Prelude “Jesus, Our Divine Companion”                                       Hebble 
 (based on tune, “Pleading Savior,” 1831)      Mike Stewart, violinist 
 
Introit 
                                                
*Call to Worship                    
 

One: What brings us joy? 
Many: What slows us down? 
One: What gives us hope? 
Many: What makes us think? 
One: What invites us to wonder? 
Many: What makes us change? 
One: What comforts our grieving hearts? 
Many: What is true? 
One: Might it have something to do with the Holy?  
Many: Let us worship God. 
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*Hymn   NCH 23 “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
 
1  There's a wideness in God's mercy, 
 like the wideness of the sea; 
 there's a kindness in God's justice, 
 which is more than liberty. 
 There is no place where earthly sorrows 
 are more felt than in God's heaven; 
 there's no place where earthly failings 
 have such kindly judgment given. 

2  For the love of God is broader 
 than the measures of our minds; 
 and the heart of the Eternal 
 is most wonderfully kind. 
 If our love were but more faithful, 
 we would gladly trust God's Word, 
 and our lives would show thanksgiving 
 for the goodness of our God. 

 
Litany of Healing and Wholeness by Rev. Beth Merrill Neel                 

 
O Holy One, We acknowledge that we are fractured and broken – 
Mend the broken places, and make them stronger. 
O Holy One, we miss the people and places that used to be a part of 
our lives – 
Help us to put aside the past hurts, to reach out, to reconnect, to 
reconcile. 
O Holy One, we are lost and cannot find our way home – 
Come and find us; rescue us from the frightening places. 
O Holy One, there is just too much, and we are so anxious about it 
all – 
Infuse peace and serenity in our hearts. 
O Holy One, we admit our pride and arrogance 
Open our eyes to the wonders of our friends and neighbors, and 
remind us that you empower all of us. 



O Holy One, we are locked up in cells of our own making, and in the 
prisons our culture creates – 
Free us, liberate us, release us from the bondage that limits our full 
expression of love and faith. 
O Holy One, there is so much that is not right – 
Remind us that you have claimed the world, and us, as your own, 
good and beloved and redeemed. Amen. 

 
 
*Passing the Peace            

The peace of Christ is with you all! 
And also with you. 

 
*Response                             Anon. 
 

Peace is flowing like a river, flowing out through you and me,                          
            Spreading out into the desert, setting all the captives free. 

 
Children’s Message                                          Sue Cottle 
Children (with or without their parent) are invited to come to the 
chancel steps.  After the Children’s Message, children may go to 
Sunday School or remain with their parent in worship.  The Children’s 
Message is included in the livestream and online worship video. 
 
Response  

 
I see the love of God in you;  the love of Christ comes shining 
through. And we are blessed to be with you, oh holy child of God. 
 

Reading  Luke 17: 11-19 (NRSV)                                       Charles Pumbu 
 
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region 
between Samaria and Galilee. As he entered a village, ten lepers 
approached him. Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, 
"Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!" When he saw them, he said to 
them, "Go and show yourselves to the priests." And as they went, 
they were made clean. Then one of them, when he saw that he was 
healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He prostrated 
himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. 



Then Jesus asked, "Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, 
where are they? Was none of them found to return and give praise 
to God except this foreigner?" Then he said to him, "Get up and go 
on your way; your faith has made you well." 

For the word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for 
the Word of God within us, 

Thanks be to God. 

Anthem “Praise To the Lord”           Young 
        
Sermon Turning Back                                                  Rev. Lacey Brown 

 
*Hymn  NCH 250  “Listen to Your Savior Call”                               
 
1 Listen to your Savior call, 

“Do you love me most of all?” 
Jesus speaks, and speaks to you: 
“Love me as I first loved you.” 

 
2 “I delivered you when bound, 

And, when bleeding, healed your wound. 
Sought you wandering, set you right, 
For your pathway gave you light.” 

 
3 “Mine is an unchanging love, 

Higher than the heights above, 
Deeper than the depths beneath, 
Free and faithful, strong as death” 

 
4 O my Savior, hear my need: 

Though my love is faint indeed, 
Still I love you and adore- 
Oh, for grace to love you more! 

 
Prayers of the People             
Those on campus are invited to pray silently or speak out loud your 
prayers.  End your spoken prayer with, “God in your wisdom…” and 
the congregation will respond, “…hear our prayer.”  Those online may 



chat your prayer, and we will read aloud as many as we are able.  We 
will close with a pastoral prayer followed by a translation of the Lord’s 
Prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: by Parker Palmer 

Heavenly Father/Mother, 
Holy and blessed is your true name. 
We pray for your reign of peace to come, 
We pray that your good will be done, 
Let heaven and earth become one. 
Give us this day the bread we need, Give it to those who have none. 
Let forgiveness flow like a river between us, 
From each one to each one. 
Lead us to holy innocence 
Beyond the evil of our days — 
Come swiftly Mother, Father, come. 
For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy: 
Forever your name is All in One. Amen. 

 
Stewardship Appeal  Joe Retzer, Stewardship Committee Chair 
 
Invitation to Give             
           

• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword,  
to 919-888-4541 

General – give to CUCC’s general fund 
Pledge – give toward your pledge 

• You can give online at our website www.communityucc.org by 
simply clicking on Donate. 

• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address: 814 
Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC  27607 

 
Offertory “In Gratitude”                                                                  Hayes 

 
 
 
 



*Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God for all that love has done, 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. 
 

*Dedication of the Offering           
                                         

For the healing love you have offered to us; for the patience you 
have with us; for your presence that will never fail, we give you 
thanks, O Lord. Bring our hearts and spirits to you that we may 
grow in our faith and service to you by serving others. Amen.  

 
*Hymn  NCH 543  “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life” 
 
1  Where cross the crowded ways of life, 
 where sound the cries of clan and race, 
 Above the noise of selfish strife, 
 O Christ, we hear your voice of grace. 

2  In haunts of wretchedness and need, 
on shadowed thresholds fraught with fears, 
From paths where hide the lures of greed, 
we catch the vision of your tears. 

3  From tender childhood's helplessness, 
from human grief and burdened toil, 
From famished souls, from sorrows' stress, 
we know your heart does not recoil. 

4  The cup of water given for you 
still holds the freshness of your grace; 
Yet long these multitudes to view 
the deep compassion of your face. 

5  O Savior, from the mountainside, 
Make haste to heal these hearts of pain; 
Among these restless throngs abide, 
O tread the city's streets again: 



6  Till all shall learn compassion's might, 
And follow where your feet have trod, 
Till glorious from your realm of light 
Shall come the city of our God. 

*Benediction 
 

There is nothing that can separate us from God’s love. Do not worry 
and do not be anxious, you belong to God. Trust God with your life. 
The Holy One is more than able to turn the toughest, darkest times 
around for good. Let your faith lead you to wholeness, wellness, 
love, and light. Amen. 

 
Choral Benediction Response 
 
*Postlude “Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks”                               Fishel 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Communion table decoration for this Sunday is by Vandy Bradow and Geraldine Bryan in honor of Ann Pope. 

 
We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 
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