
  

 * Those able may stand 
 
Welcome                                     Rev. Śānti Matthews 
Welcome to Community UCC! We’re so glad you’re with us this 
morning for worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, 
welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 
CUCC is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to 
come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about our 
ministries, please talk with one of the ushers or check out our website: 
www.communityucc.org 
       
Announcements               Merrilee Jacobson 
 
Prelude “What a Wonderful World”  George David Weiss and Bob Thiele 
                                                 Jake Langenderfer, pianist  
 
Introit 
                                                
*Call to Worship                   
 

We gather remembering that we don't have to impress God;  
We gather to worship God. 
We don’t have to prove anything to God; 
We gather to praise God. 
We are not here to play small or hide from God; 
We gather to share gratitude with God. 
We need not feel unworthy of God. 
We gather to rest into God’s love. 

 
 
 
 

 

Community United Church of Christ 
October 23, 2022 (YEAR C) 
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
 



 
*Hymn  NCH 12  “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”  
 
1 I sing the mighty power of God 
 that made the mountains rise, 
 That spread the flowing seas abroad, 
 and built the lofty skies. 
 I sing the wisdom that ordained 
 the sun to rule the day; 
 The moon shines full at God's command, 
 and all the stars obey. 

2 I sing the goodness of our God 
that filled the earth with food; 
God formed the creatures with a word, 
and then pronounced them good. 
Oh, how your wonders are displayed, 
where'er I turn my eye: 
If I survey the ground I tread, 
or gaze upon the sky! 

3 On earth there's not a plant or flower 
but makes your glories known. 
The clouds arise and spread their showers 
by order from your throne. 
All life is but a gift from you 
and ever in your care; 
Wherever people gather, you, 
O God, are present there. 

Poetry Reading I Am Enough, by Jennifer Williamson                Ross 
                

There is a wholeness that’s already mine. 
It’s already ours. 
It’s a reality that’s already there, 
That I am enough. 
I take on faith 
That I need do nothing to deserve, 
That my worthiness is based only on my being. 
  



I am wise enough to let go, 
And I am strong enough to remember the truth 
Of who I really am. 
I can encounter the world 
In such a way 
That I remember who I am. 
  
There is no problem to solve in this moment. 
There is no plan to make, 
No failure to be feared, 
No other place to be. 
This moment is enough. 
This place is enough. 
This imperfection is enough. 
I am patient enough for my life to unfold in divine timing. 
  
I feel the fullness of my life in this moment. 
I feel the richness of my life in this space. 
I am loved beyond thought, 
And I have nothing to prove. 
I receive the message 
That being is enough. 
  
I am wise enough to see magic through a child’s eyes. 
I am resilient enough to see past the pain. 
I am kind enough to realize 
That my worth has been with me 
This whole time. 
  
Beyond the shadows 
That I have created, 
The message remains: 
I am the same. 
I have always been enough, 
Simply by being here. 
Simply by being. 
 

 
  



*Passing the Peace            
The peace of Christ is with you all! 

And also with you. 
 

*Response                               Anon. 
 

Peace is flowing like a river, flowing out through you and me,                          
            Spreading out into the desert, setting all the captives free. 
 
Children’s Message                                         Greg Flynn 
Children (with or without their parent) are invited to come to the 
chancel steps.  After the Children’s Message, children may go to 
Sunday School or remain with their parent in worship.  The Children’s 
Message is included in the livestream and online worship video. 
 
Response  

 
I see the love of God in you;  the love of Christ comes shining 
through. And we are blessed to be with you, oh holy child of God. 
 

Reading  Luke 18: 9-14 (NRSV)                                                           Ross 
 
Jesus also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous and regarded others with contempt: “Two men 
went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I 
thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, 
or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all 
my income.’ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift 
up his eyes to heaven but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his home 
justified rather than the other, for all who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

For the word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for 
the Word of God within us, 

Thanks be to God. 

Anthem “In Heavenly Love Abiding”                  Gordon Young 
 



Sermon Exalting God                                                Rev. Śānti Matthews   
 
*Hymn NCH 502  “Dear God, Embracing Humankind”                               

1 Dear God, embracing human-kind, 
 forgive our foolish ways; 
 Reclothe us in our rightful mind, 
 in purer lives your service find, 
 in deeper reverence, praise. 

2 In simple trust like theirs who heard, 
beside the Syrian sea, 
The gracious calling of your word, 
let us, like them, be spirit stirred, 
rise up and followers be. 

3 O sabbath rest by Galilee! 
O calm of hills above! 
There Jesus met you prayerfully: 
the silence of eternity, 
interpreted by love. 

4 Drop your still dews of quietness, 
till all our strivings cease; 
Take from our souls the strain and stress, 
and let our ordered lives confess 
the beauty of your peace. 

5 Breathe through the pulses of desire 
your coolness and your balm; 
Let sense be numb, let flesh retire; 
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
O still, small voice of calm. 

 
Prayers of the People             
Those on campus are invited to pray silently or speak out loud your 
prayers.  End your spoken prayer with, “God in your wisdom…” and 
the congregation will respond, “…hear our prayer.”  Those online may 
chat your prayer, and we will read aloud as many as we are able.  We 
will close with a pastoral prayer followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 



The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father/Mother in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Ministry Moment Crop Walk 5k                           Mike Schafale  
 
Invitation to Give             
           

• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword,  
to 919-888-4541 

General – give to CUCC’s general fund 
Pledge – give toward your pledge 

• You can give online at our website www.communityucc.org by 
simply clicking on Donate. 

• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address:  
814 Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC  27607 

 
Offertory “We Worship You, O God of Might”   Scandinavian/Wienhorst 

 
*Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God for all that love has done, 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. 
 

*Dedication of the Offering           
                                         

Gracious God, you have given us love and grace freely from your 
abundance. As you have shared your gifts with us, we share these 
gifts with you, that all who know you might center you in their lives, 
in praise and thanksgiving. Amen 



 
*Hymn  NCH 410  “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” 
 
1 If you but trust in God to guide you,  

with hopeful heart through all your ways,   
you will find strength, with God beside you,   
to bear the worst of evil days;  
For those who trust God's changeless love  
build on the rock that will not move.  
 

2 Only be still, and wait God's pleasure  
in cheerful hope, with heart content,  
trusting that grace which knows no measure  
will by unbounded Love be sent;  
Nor doubt our inmost wants are clear  
to One who holds us always near.  
 

3 Sing, pray, and keep God's ways unswerving;   
offer your service faithfully,  
and trust God's word, though undeserving,   
there find the truth to set you free;  
God will not fail to guide and bless  
those who embrace God's faithfulness.  

 
*Benediction 
 

Go from this place with God before you and behind you, God to 
your left and to your right, God below you, above you, and within 
you. Go with God.  

 
Choral Benediction 
 
*Postlude “Thank You, God”                                                     Weaver 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Communion table decoration for this Sunday is by Susan Hasbrouck. 
 

We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 
 

Copyright and licensing notifications 
Used with permission for reprinting and streaming/podcasting under ONE LICENSE #A-738843, CCLI Reprinting License 
#11204669  CCLI Streaming License #20261332, and CCS License #14247. All rights reserved. 
 
“Poetry Reading,” written by Jennifer Williamson, https://healingbrave.com/blogs/all/i-am-enough-poem-about-worthiness 
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Senior Pastor: Lacey Brown  lacey.cucc@gmail.com 

Associate Pastor: Śānti Matthews  education.cucc@gmail.com 
Communications Manager: Jeff Cole  office.cucc@gmail.com 
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