
  
 * Those able may stand 
Bold type indicates a unison response 
 

Welcome & Announcements                   Rev. Lacey Brown 
Welcome to Community UCC! We’re so glad you’re with us this 
morning for worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, 
welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 
CUCC is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to 
come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about our 
ministries, please talk with one of the ushers or check out our website: 
www.communityucc.org                          
 
Prelude “Prelude” Opus 28, #7                                             Chopin 
    Merrilee Jacobson, violinist; Anita Sawhney, pianist  
                                                
*Call to Worship       by Steve Garnaas Holmes     

       
One:  Jesus said, “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the  
  realm of God.” 
Many: We give thanks for God’s presence in all circumstances. 
One:  “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.” 
Many: We open our hearts to God’s Spirit, that we may be filled with 
  love. 
One:  “Love your enemies, and pray for those who abuse you.” 
Many: Change our hearts, O God, and by your grace, help us to  
  become the saints you created us to be. 

 
*Hymn  NCH 299  “For All the Saints”  
 
1  For all the saints who from their labors rest, 
 who to the world their steadfast faith confessed, 
 your name, O Jesus, be forever blessed. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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2  You were their rock, their refuge, and their might; 
you, Christ, the hope that put their fears to flight; 
'mid gloom and doubt, you were their one true light. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

3  Still may your people, faithful, true, and bold, 
live as the saints who nobly fought of old. 
and share with them a glorious crown of gold. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

4  Ringed by this cloud of witnesses divine, 
we feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 
yet in your love our faithful lives entwine. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

5  And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long, 
steals on the ear the distant triumph song, 
then hearts are brave again, and faith grows strong. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

All Saints Sunday Prayer by Rachel Hakenberg     
                                 

We give thanks, O God, for the feet that walked this journey before 
us, for the saints and sinners who lived & loved under the shadow 
of your wings. 
 
We give thanks, O God, for those who dared to travel the road 
together as lovers & strangers, friends & disciples, for as long as 
they had breath. 
 
We give thanks, O God, for the hearts that pulsed with justice & 
grace, that sang in sync with your commandments, that bled to 
show us your kingdom. 
 
We give thanks, O God, for the tears, the heartache, the grief that 
connect us to one another and to those who have died, knowing 
that death will not last always. 
 



We give thanks, O God, for the witness of all creation to your 
eternal glory, for the mountains & trees, the rivers & seas, and the 
beauty of your new day. We give thanks. Amen. 

*Passing the Peace            
The peace of Christ is with you all! 

And also with you. 
 

*Response                                                           Anon. 
 

Peace is flowing like a river, flowing out through you and me,                          
        Spreading out into the desert, setting all the captives free. 
 
Children’s Message                                                  Rev. Lacey Brown           
Children (with or without their parent) are invited to come to the 
chancel steps.  After the Children’s Message, children may go to 
Sunday School or remain with their parent in worship.  The Children’s 
Message is included in the livestream and online worship video. 
 
Response  

 
I see the love of God in you;  the love of Christ comes shining 
through. And we are blessed to be with you, oh holy child of God. 
 

Reading  Luke 6: 17-31 (NRSV)                                 Tena Hand-Schafale 
 
Jesus came down with them and stood on a level place with a great 
crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, 
Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They had come to hear 
him and to be healed of their diseases, and those who were troubled 
with unclean spirits were cured. And everyone in the crowd was trying 
to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them. 
Jesus looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are 
poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
 
“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. “Blessed 
are you who weep now, for you will laugh. “Blessed are you when 
people hate you and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame 
you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, 



for surely your reward is great in heaven, for that is how their 
ancestors treated the prophets.  
 
“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 
“Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. “Woe to you who 
are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep. “Woe to you when all 
speak well of you, for that is how their ancestors treated the false 
prophets.  
 
“But I say to you who are listening: Love your enemies; do good to 
those who hate you; bless those who curse you; pray for those who 
mistreat you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, 
and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your 
shirt. Give to everyone who asks of you, and if anyone takes away 
what is yours, do not ask for it back again. Do to others as you would 
have them do to you. 

For the word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for 
the Word of God within us, 

Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Saintliness                                                       Rev. Lacey Brown           
 
*Hymn  NCH 537  “Christian Rise and Act Your Creed”                               
 
1  Christian, rise and act thy creed; 
 let your prayer be in your deed; 
 Seek the right, perform the true, 
 raise your work and life anew. 

2  Hearts around thee sink with care, 
you can help their load to bear; 
You can bring inspiring light, 
strengthen them to do the right. 

3  Offer others hope and joy, 
and God's worship your employ; 
Giving thanks in humble zeal, 
learning all God's will to feel. 



4  Come then, law divine, and reign; 
 faith that doubt assails in vain, 
 Perfect love bereft of fear, 
 born in heaven and radiant here. 

Ritual for Remembering the Saints  
 
Invitation to Give             
           

• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword,  
to 919-888-4541 

General – give to CUCC’s general fund 
Pledge – give toward your pledge 
CROP – give to assist our hungry neighbors 

• You can give online at our website www.communityucc.org by 
simply clicking on Donate. 

• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address:  
814 Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC  27607 

 
Offertory Waltz from “Sleeping Beauty”                               Tchaikovski 
                                Merrilee Jacobson, violinist; Anita Sawhney, pianist 
 
*Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God for all that love has done, 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. 
 

*Dedication of the Offering           
                                         

God, you have placed a high calling upon our lives. Help us to love 
our enemies and pray for those who wish us harm. Help us to treat 
others as we would like to be treated. We strive, everyday, to be 
more Christ-like. Accept these humble offerings. May they influence 
the lives of others and promote peace, justice, love, and 
understanding in our community. Amen. 



 
*Hymn  NCH 295  “I Sing a Song of the Saints of God” 
 
1 I sing a song of the saints of God, 
 faithful their whole lives through, 
 who bravely labored, lived, and died 
 for the God they loved and knew. 
 And one was doctor, and one was a queen, 
 and another a shepherd in pastures green: 
 they were saints of God, if you know what I mean. 
 God, help me to be one, too. 
 
2 They loved their God and they lived that love. 
 It was loving that made them strong. 
 They did what was right, for Jesus’ sake, 
 lived justly their whole lives long. 
 And on was a prophet, and one was a priest, 
 and another was slain by a fierce wild beast; 
 there is no earthly reason, none in the least, 

why I shouldn’t be one, too. 
 
3 They lived not only in ages past, 
 there are hundreds of thousands still. 
 The world is filled with living saints 
 who choose to do God’s will. 
 You can meet them in school, on the road, or at sea, 
 in a church, in a train, in a shop, or at tea: 
 for the saints are folk like you and like me, 
 and I mean to be one, too.  
 
*Benediction 
 

Leave this place with God’s blessing. You are a beloved child of 
God. You are a Saint in the making. God is not done with you yet. In 
all that you do this week give honor to God. Amen. 

 
*Postlude “O Sing a Song of Harvest”                                     Vulpius 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Communion table decoration for this Sunday is by Jennifer Fawcett. 
 

We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 
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