
  
 * Those able may stand 
Bold type indicates a unison response 
 

Welcome & Announcements                       Rev. Lacey Brown 
Welcome to Community UCC! We’re so glad you’re with us this 
morning for worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, 
welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 
CUCC is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to 
come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about our 
ministries, please talk with one of the ushers or check out our website: 
www.communityucc.org                          
 
Prelude “Morning Prayer”                                             Tchaikovsky  
 
Introit 
                                                
*Call to Worship                   

        
One: Let us gather in praise and thanksgiving for our amazing God! 
What are you thankful for today? 
Many: We are thankful for the gift of life, the breath that fills our 
lungs, the sun and stars above, and the love of this community of 
faith. 
One: Open your hearts to God’s compassionate words of love. The 
Holy Spirit is in this place. 
Many: Our hearts are open to receive God’s gifts in gratitude and to 
live lives of helpful service to others. 
One: Let us sing, pray, gather, create, dance, worship, and serve. 
There is holy work to do! 
Many: God has blessed us with gifts, time, and resources. Let us 
share in the abundance with one another and the world. 
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*Hymn  NCH 422  “Come, O Thankful People, Come” 
 
1  Come, O thankful people, come, 
 raise the song of harvest home; 
 all is safely gathered in 
 as the winter storms begin; 
 God our Maker doth provide 
 for our wants to be supplied; 
 come to God's own temple, come, 
 raise the song of harvest home. 

2  All the blessings of the field, 
all the stores the gardens yield, 
all the fruits in full supply 
ripened 'neath the summer sky, 
All that spring with bounteous hand 
scatters o'er the smiling land, 
all that liberal autumn pours 
from its rich o'erflowing stores. 

3  These to you, our God, we owe, 
source from whom all blessing flow; 
and for these our songs we raise, 
grateful vows and solemn praise. 
Come, then, thankful people, come, 
raise the song of harvest home; 
come to God's own temple, come, 
raise the song of harvest home. 

Opening Prayer                                       
 
Bounteous God, you have lavished your finest gifts on each one of us. 
We thank you for the many ways in which you have blessed our lives--
with love, hope, friends, our church, and so many other things that we 
cherish. Help us be a blessing for others--that they may come to know 
you and rejoice in your love. Give us hearts of courage and confidence 
to step out into the world in service, bringing faith where there is 
doubt, peace where there is strife, love where there is discord. Amen. 

 
 



*Passing the Peace            
The peace of Christ is with you all! 

And also with you. 
 

*Response                                                          Tissandier 
 

We are walking a path of peace.  We are walking a path of peace.       
We are walking a path of peace.  Lead us home, lead us home. 

 
Children’s Message                                                  Mike Soboeiro           
Children (with or without their parent) are invited to come to the 
chancel steps.  After the Children’s Message, children may go to 
Sunday School or remain with their parent in worship.  The Children’s 
Message is included in the livestream and online worship video. 
 
 
Response                     Trad. Welsh melody 
 
 Go my children, with my blessing, never alone. 
 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 
 In my love’s baptismal river, I have made you mine forever. 
 Go my children, with my blessing, you are my own. 

 
Reading              Anita Sawhney Flynn 
 
Philippians 4: 4-9 (NRSV)                                                                               
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace 
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved, whatever is true, 
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if 
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on 
doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and 
seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 
 



Philippians 4: 4-9 (The Message)  
Celebrate God all day, every day. I mean, revel in God! Make it as clear 
as you can to all you meet that you’re on their side, working with them 
and not against them. Help them see that the Master is about to arrive. 
God could show up any minute! Don’t fret or worry. Instead of 
worrying, pray. Let petitions and praises shape your worries into 
prayers, letting God know your concerns. Before you know it, a sense 
of God’s wholeness, everything coming together for good, will come 
and settle you down. It’s wonderful what happens when Christ 
displaces worry at the center of your life. Summing it all up, friends, I’d 
say you’ll do best by filling your minds and meditating on things true, 
noble, reputable, authentic, compelling, gracious—the best, not the 
worst; the beautiful, not the ugly; things to praise, not things to curse. 
Put into practice what you learned from me, what you heard and saw 
and realized. Do that, and God, who makes everything work together, 
will work you into God’s most excellent harmonies. 

For the word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for 
the Word of God within us, 

Thanks be to God. 

Anthem “How Firm a Foundation”                                                 Diemer 
  (NCH 407 congregation sings along on v5)                                      
 
Stories of Gratitude              Grady McCallie, Lea Sage,  
         Libby Hooker, Ryan Fawcett 
 
*Hymn  NCH 425  “For the Fruit of All Creation”                               
 
1  For the fruit of all creation, 
 thanks be to God. 
 For God's gifts to every nation, 
 thanks be to God. 
 For the plowing, sowing, reaping, 
 silent growth while we are sleeping, 
 Future needs in earth's safe-keeping, 
 thanks be to God. 

2  In the just reward of labor, 
God's will is done. 



In the help we give our neighbor, 
God's will is done. 
In our world-wide task of caring 
for the hungry and despairing, 
In the harvests we are sharing, 
God's will is done. 

3  For the harvests of the Spirit, 
thanks be to God. 
For the good we all inherit, 
thanks be to God. 
For the wonders that astound us, 
for the truths that still confound us, 
Most of all that love has found us, 
thanks be to God. 

 
Prayers of the People             
Those on campus are invited to pray silently or speak out loud your 
prayers.  End your spoken prayer with, “God in your wisdom…” and 
the congregation will respond, “…hear our prayer.”  Those online may 
chat your prayer, and we will read aloud as many as we are able.  We 
will close with a pastoral prayer followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father/Mother in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
  



Invitation to Give             
           

• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword, to 919-888-
4541 

General – give to CUCC’s general fund 
Pledge – give toward your pledge 

• You can give online at our website www.communityucc.org by 
simply clicking on Donate. 

• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address: 814 
Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC  27607 

 
Offertory “Simple Gifts”                                                     Shaker Hymn  
                                                                                               
*Doxology                                                                 Netherlands 
 

We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator.                              
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 
We lay it before you, we kneel and adore you. 
We bless your holy name, glad praises we sing. 
 

*Dedication of the Offering           
                                         

Almighty God, giver of every good and perfect gift, teach us to give 
to you all that we have and all that we are, that we may praise you 
not with our words only, but with our whole lives. Amen.  

 
*Hymn  NCH 419  “Now Thank We All Our God” 
 
1  Now thank we all our God 
 with heart and hands and voices, 
 Who wondrous things has done, 
 in whom this world rejoices, 
 Who, from our parents' arms, 
 has blessed us on our way 
 With countless gifts of love, 
 and still is ours today. 



2  O may this bounteous God 
through all our life be near us, 
With ever joyful hearts 
and blessed peace to cheer us, 
And keep us still in grace, 
and guide us when perplexed, 
And free us from all ills 
in this world and the next. 

3  All praise and thanks to God 
our Maker now be given, 
To Christ, and Spirit, too, 
our help in highest heaven, 
The one eternal God, 
whom earth and heaven adore. 
For thus it was, is now, 
and shall be evermore. 

*Benediction 
 

Focus your thoughts on all that is true, all that is holy, all that is 
just, all that is pure, all that is lovely, and all that is worthy of praise. 
God’s Spirit goes with you as you leave this place. Amen.   

 
Benediction Response “God Be with You Till We Meet Again”    Tomer 
 
*Postlude “Give Thanks, O Christian People”                Memmingen 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 
 

Copyright and licensing notifications 
Used with permission for reprinting and streaming/podcasting under ONE LICENSE #A-738843, CCLI Reprinting License 
#11204669  CCLI Streaming License #20261332, and CCS License #14247. All rights reserved. 
 
 
“Opening Prayer,” written by Nancy C. Townley, Ministry Matters, Worship Connection 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4397/thanksgiving-sunday-yr-c 
“Pastoral Prayer,” https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4397/thanksgiving-sunday-yr-c 
“Dedication of the Offering,” posted on Life in Liturgy. https://lifeinliturgy.wordpress.com/ 
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4-2·1 

1 We gath-er to-geth-er to ask for God's bless-ing, to live in com-mu-ni-ty, seek-ing God's will. We come now, as sis-ters and broth-ers, con-fess-ing the sins that di-vide and the wrong in us still. 

We C;1Lller Togvtlw, 
N,·1h1•1lmufr '"'"''"'""'·/(JI//, j ,wo 1 

/'1'm1,\I, /'11,•rnlmr Jl1 1Jo 1r1, /,'JIii 
Adfl/Jf, /,,11,1111 /tu1•/, r, 1 /11!11 

2 Be-side us. ror-giv-ing. en-a-bling, sus-tain-ing. you call us, 0 Sav-ior, to life that is new. You draw us a-way from self-cen-tered com-plain 11111. You lead us and guide us in ways that are true. 
3 All praise to the Spir-it, pro-vid-er, de-fend-er. You of-fer us free-dom, to fol-low or stray, Em-pow-er-ing all by the hope you en-gen-der. Grant wis-dom and cour-age to fol-low your way. 

The original text of this hymn 1v11s one of 1/umksgiving for The 
Netherla11ds' imlependence from 5j,m!ish domi11mio11 in the 
si.rteelllh ccnfllry. It has bet•n reinterpreted for contemporary 
c:011grcgatio11s by United Church of Christ minister and writer 
Lavon IJ11yler. 

Tune: KREMSER 12.11.12,11 
I6th-cem11ry D/llc/1111.-111,/1 

Arr. Edward Kre111.1-cr, /8�.• 

422 Come, 0 Thankful People, Come 
Exod. 23:16 

Descant 

Sr. 1, Henry Alford, 184•1: 11/t 
St. 2, Anna Laeritia Aiken Barbd11/d, 1772; ol! 

S1. 3, composite of Alford and Barban/ii: 11/1 

3 These to you, our God, we owe, source from whom all bless-ings flow; 

l Come, 0 thank-ful peo -pie, come, raise2 All the bless-ings of the field, 3 These to you, our God, we owe, 

This hymn represems 1hr jom111g of1u·o Tlrmrksgn mg ftnnns IH 
•1i11ereenth-ce11wry poe/ Henry A�(vrd and t'tghreemh-ccnlltr\' 
Joel Am,a Laet11i11 Aiken Barba11/d. Tire crearor of thts 
;ombined form. u hid, appeared early 111 rite twellfieth cemury. 
Snot k11ow11. 

all source 
the song of har - vest home: the stores the gar - dens yield, from whom all bless-ings flow; 

Tune: ST. GEOIH,E'S WJ:S,DSOR 7.7.7.7.D. 
Gl'orge J t.lvcv. 1858 

Oe;cw11: II. II. Clur111bers, N.11 

€1 I, r 11r r J I r· � J � r LL�r�r i
11ncl for Jhcsc our songs we raise, grate - ful vows and sol - emn praise. 

�'·i� ! I J. )1 j I 3 �! d � IJ J µI ti q all is safe - ly gath - ered in as the win - ter storms be - gin; 
all the fruits in full sup-ply, rip -ened 'neath the sum -mer sky, and for these our songs we raise, grate-ful vows and sol - emn praise. 
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Come, then, thank- fut peo - pie, come, raise the song of har-vest home; 
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God All Come, 
our Mak - er that spring with then, thank - ful 

does pro - vide for our wants to boun -teous hand scat - ters o'er the peo - pie, come, raise the song of 
be sup - plied; smil-ing land, har-vest home; 

� � F i I r .J □ J7rtfff a � , � 
come to God's own tern-pie, come, raise the song of har - vest home. 

come to God's own tern - pie, come, raise the song of har -vest home. all that lib - era! au - tumn pours from its rich o'er-flow-ing stores, come to God's own tern -pie, come, raise the song of har -vest home. 
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