
  
 * Those able may stand 
Bold type indicates a unison response 
 

Welcome & Announcements                Rev. Lacey Brown 
Welcome to Community UCC! We’re so glad you’re with us this 
morning for worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, 
welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 
CUCC is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to 
come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about our 
ministries, please talk with one of the ushers or check out our website: 
www.communityucc.org                          
 
Prelude “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”        Prichard/Hayes 
 
Introit 
                                                
Opening Prayer                    

       
*Hymn  NCH 35  “O Mighty God, When I Survey in Wonder” 
 
1 O mighty God, when I survey in wonder 
 the world that formed when once the word you said, 
 The strands of life all woven close together, 
 the whole creation at your table fed, 
 My soul cries out in songs of praise to you, 
 O mighty God! O mighty God! 
 My soul cries out in songs of praise to you, 
 O mighty God! O mighty God! 
 
2 When your voice speaks in rolls of thunder pealing, 
 your lightning power bursts in bright surprise; 
 When cooling rain, your gentle love revealing, 
 reflects your promise, arcing through the skies, 
 My soul cries out in songs of praise to you, 
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 O mighty God! O mighty God! 
 My soul cries out in songs of praise to you, 
 O mighty God! O mighty God! 
 
3 The Bible tells the story of your blessing 
 so freely shed upon all human life; 
 Your constant mercy, every care addressing, 
 relieving burdened souls from sin and strife. 
 My soul cries out in songs of praise to you, 
 O mighty God! O mighty God! 
 My soul cries out in songs of praise to you, 
 O mighty God! O mighty God! 
 
4 And when, at last, the clouds of doubt dispersing, 
 you will reveal what we but dimly see; 
 With trumpet call, our great rebirth announcing, 
 we shall rejoin you for eternity, 
 Then we will sing your praise for evermore, 
 O mighty God! O mighty God! 
 Then we will sing your praise forevermore, 
 O mighty God! O mighty God! 
 
Advent Candle Lighting Litany                       
                
 
One:  God is a Child this Advent season, and the glimmering   
  promises of hope wait like stars hidden in a  

 clouded night.  
Many:  May we hold fast to hope’s patient possibilities.  
One:  May we lift them high, that they might catch God’s light, the  
  light of our dreams, and shine bright in our broken world.  
Many:  May we instill hope’s challenge in our hearts and in our   
  children’s hearts - making it real – for ourselves, for each  
  other, for the world. 
One:  May Hope light the world this Christmas. 
 
 
 
 



Sung Response When God Is a Child         Brian Wren 
                                                   
 Hope is a star that shines in the night, leading us on till the 
 morning is bright. 

 
Refrain: When God is a child there's joy in our song. The last shall 
be first and the weak shall be strong, and none shall be afraid. 

 
Children’s Message                         Rev. Śānti Matthews          
Children (with or without their parent) are invited to come to the 
chancel steps.  After the Children’s Message, children may go to 
Sunday School or remain with their parent in worship.  The Children’s 
Message is included in the livestream and online worship video. 
 
Response            
 
 We see the love of God in you, the love of Christ comes shining 
 through, And we are blessed to be with you, O holy child of God. 
 
Reading Matthew 24:36-44 (NRSV)                Glenda Chen 
 
Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one 
knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the 
Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 
entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and 
swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 
Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and 
one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what 
day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the 
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 
broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man 
is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

 
 

For the word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for 



the Word of God within us, 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthem “O Come, Emmanuel, Lucas”  
 
Sermon                          Rev. Lacey Brown 
 
*Hymn  NCH 112  “Keep Awake, Be Always Ready”                               
 
Keep awake, be always ready,   

God’s time approaches sure and steady,  

God’s strength will keep your heart from blame,  

Clouds, the spirit’s light concealing,  

disperse, God’s purest light revealing;  

creation will its Sovereign name.   

Dry branches burst forth green,  

God’s advent signs are seen: Hallelujah!  

Christ’s judgment won, God’s will be done;  

God’s new dominion thus begun.  

  

  

Rise and shine for One is coming  

Whose love will quench all nature’s thirsting  

To be made whole forever more.  

On that day to end all weeping,  

Death’s swords transformed to tools of reaping,  

The God of might will mercy pour.  

Incarnate, God appears   

embracing all our tears: Hallelujah!  

God’s majesty eternally   

revealed to set the cosmos free.  

 
 
Prayers of the People             
Those on campus are invited to pray silently or speak out loud your 
prayers.  End your spoken prayer with, “God in your wisdom…” and 
the congregation will respond, “…hear our prayer.”  Those online may 
chat your prayer, and we will read aloud as many as we are able.  We 
will close with a pastoral prayer followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 



 
Contemporary Rewrite of the Lord’s Prayer by Andrea Cook Cockrell 
 

Our Soul Mate, who is ever within and without, holy is your true 
name. 
Let us live with you; be our perceptions and responses. Let us be in 
unity, now and forever. 
Give us this day what we truly need. Forgive us our faults as we 
forgive the shortcomings of others. Lead us always to wholeness. 
Protect and love us forever. For yours is everything. Everything that 
is even the least bit good leads directly to you. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Give             
           

• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword, to 919-888-
4541 

General – give to CUCC’s general fund 
Pledge – give toward your pledge 

• You can give online at our website www.communityucc.org by 
simply clicking on Donate. 

• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address: 814 
Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC  27607 

 
Offertory “Jesus Christ, Our Hope”                               German/Pasquet  
                                                                                               
*Doxology                                                   Netherlands 
 

We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator.                              
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 
We lay it before you, we kneel and adore you. 
We bless your holy name, glad praises we sing. 
 

 
 
*Dedication of the Offering           
                                         



Gracious God, we dedicate our offerings and we devote ourselves 
to your service. Help us to live faithfully, growing in wisdom in the 
light of the miracle of Christmas. Thank you for giving us 
opportunities to bring tidings of joy to our neighbors through the 
ministries of this congregation. Amen. 

 
*Hymn  NCH 609  “Now is the Time Approaching” 
 
1  Now is the time approaching, 
 by prophets long foretold, 
 when all shall dwell together, 
 secure and manifold. 
 Let war be learned no longer, 
 let strife and tumult cease, 
 all earth a blessed garden 
 that God shall tend in peace. 

2  Let all that now devides us 
remove and bass away, 
like mists of early morning 
before the blaze of day. 
Let all that now unites us 
more sweet and lasting prove, 
a closer bond of union, 
in blessed lands of love. 

3  O long-expected dawning, 
come with your cheering ray! 
Yet shall the promise beckon 
and lead us not astray. 
O sweet anticipation! 
It cheers the watchers on 
to pray, and hope, and labor 
till Christ's new realm is come. 

 
 
 

*Benediction 
 



Hold on to hope. Let hope live in your heart and share the hope of 
Christ with all you meet. Share hope by noticing someone else’s 
humanity. Share hope by listening to someone’s story. Share hope 
by praying for our world. Share hope by caring for others and our 
planet. Share the good news: God is near. Amen. 

 
Benediction Response  
 
*Postlude “Prepare the Way”                 Swenska Psalmboken, 1697 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 
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