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Christmas Eve



Prelude Carols for Christmas Eve         Mike Schafale, dulcimer 
                 Mike Stewart, violin 
 
Welcome           Rev. Lacey Brown 
 
*Processional Carol  “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 
 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 
*Call to Worship 
 

One: Throughout Advent we waited in anticipation of this night. 
Many: And imagined a savior who would bring hope, 
peace, joy, and love into our world. 
One: We imagined political power. We imagined a king on a white 
horse wielding a sword. 
Many: We received a baby born in a stable among the livestock. 
One: We imagined the work done for us through the 
destruction of our enemies. 
Many: We received a baby who will teach us our calling to seek 
reconciliation and to love expansively. 
One: Praise be to God for the unexpected Christ child born in 
Bethlehem. 
Many: Praise be to God for surprises and the wisdom of 
unconditional love. 
 
 



*Carol  NCH 144 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 
Children’s Message            Rev. Śānti Matthews 
Children (with or without their parent) are invited to come to the 
chancel steps. The Children’s Message is included in the livestream 
and online worship video. 

 
remain seated 

 
Carol   NCH 124 Away in a Manger 
 
Reading Luke 1: 26-35; 38 NRSV 
 
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel 
Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be 
married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, 
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of 
greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and 
will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him 
the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” “How will this 
be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” The angel 
answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be 
called the Son of God. “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. 
“May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. 
 
Musical Offering  “Mary, Did You Know”                  Lowry/Greene 
       Maya Cobeland, vocalist; Charles Coble, accompanist 
 
Reading  Luke 2: 1; 3-7 NRSV 
 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all 
the world should be registered. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee 



to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 

 
remain seated 

 
Carol   NCH 133 O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 
Reading  Luke 2: 8-16 NRSV 
 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; 
for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
on earth peace among those whom God favors!” When the angels 
had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 
 
Musical Offering  “O Holy Night”                    Adam 
                   Sharon Hope, vocalist 
 
Homily                   Rev. Lacey Brown 
 
Anthem  “All Is Well”                         Huff 
 



Invitation to Give 
 
• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword, to 

919-888-4541 
  General – give to CUCC’s general fund 
  Pledge – give toward your pledge 
  Christmas – give to the UCC’s Christmas Fund 

• You can give online at our website www.communityucc.org 
by simply clicking on Donate. 

• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address: 
814 Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC 27607 
 

Offertory Selected carols                   Mike Schafale, dulcimer 
 
*Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God for all that love has done, 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. 
 

*Dedication of the Offering 
 

God, receive these gifts and give us open hands. 
Fill our lives with your abundance and give us open hearts. 
Touch us with your Word and give us open minds. 
Bless this church and give us open doors. Amen. 
 

Reading John 1: 1-14 NRSV 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things 
came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life 
was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, 
so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, 



but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the 
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 
He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of 
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of people, but of God. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen his glory, the glory of God’s only son, full of grace and truth 
and (light!) 
 

remain seated 
 

Carol   NCH 132 Joy to the World 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle 
 

One:  God is a Child tonight, and the transforming wonders of 
  the newborn Christ Child await our discovery. 
Many: The astonishment that God is with us in new life, 
  ignites our spirits, and we feel, if for a moment, that 
  we are just as we were meant to be. And that all is 
  as it was meant to be. 
One:  May we hold fast to this sliver of mystery, this truth 
  upon which we set our faith. With all that we are, may 
  we give to the transformation of this world–from 
  despair into hope; from darkness into light; from 
  fear into love. 
Many: May we be bold. May we be daring. May we love like 
  children. 
One: On this Christmas Eve, the newborn Christ Child lights 
  our world with Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. 
 

Unison Prayer 
 

Emmanuel, God-with-us, because you have come, our 
hope is renewed and peace reigns in our hearts. We are 
filled with joy as we remember that you have come to 
save all people. Tonight, in the wonder of Christmas, we 



are drawn into your great love for us. And yet we do not 
forget that you have not come to make us comfortable; 
you have come to change us and transform us because 
your peaceable Kingdom is not yet complete. You have 
come, asking us to follow you to the margins to love and 
serve others. We open ourselves to you, O God. May we 
receive the gifts you offer us and be transformed by your 
presence with us. Even when there is darkness around 
us, may we walk in the light of Christ. Amen 

 
*Candle Lighting 
The pastors will light their candles first and then distribute the light to 
the congregation. Those online are invited to light a candle at home. 
Everyone is invited to stand and sing our closing hymn… 
 
*Carol  NCH 134 Silent Night            Skip Stoddard, vocalist 
The congregation joins in on verse 2 following the solo. 
 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright, 
round yon virgin mother and child, holy infant, 
so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night. shepherds quake at the sight, 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
Christ, the Savior is born, Christ, the Savior is born! 
 
Silent night, holy night. Son of God, love’s pure light, 
radiant beams from thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace: 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 

 
*Benediction 
 

Let us go from this place proclaiming 
That we have seen the glory of God 
Believing that there is a light that shines in the darkness 
And the darkness shall not overcome it 



May the love of the Creator 
The joy of the Spirit 
And the peace of the Christ-child 
Be with you this Christmas, and evermore. 
Amen. 

Please extinguish your candles. Ushers will collect them on your way 
out. 

*Postlude “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear"               Willis 




