
  
 * Those able may stand 
Bold type indicates a unison response 
 
Welcome & Announcements                          Rev. Śānti Matthews 
Welcome to Community UCC! We’re so glad you’re with us this 
morning for worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, 
welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 
CUCC is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to 
come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about our 
ministries, please talk with one of the ushers or check out our website: 
www.communityucc.org                          
 
Prelude “I Wonder As I Wander”   Appalachian carol                
           James Finsterlee, bassoon 
 

I wonder as I wander out under the sky, how Jesus the Savior did 
come forth to die for poor orn’ry people like you and like I.   I 
wonder as I wander out under the sky. 

 
Introit 
                                                
Opening Prayer                    
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*Hymn  NCH 121  “All Earth is Waiting”             CUCC Band 

 



 
 
Advent Candle Lighting Litany                                     

 
One:  God is a child this Advent season. 
Many: The welcome beauty of love is found, shining like a candle 
flame into the simplicity of every moment. 
One:  May love radiate from our hearts with abundance, filling 
every moment with God’s gifts of hope, peace and joy.  
Many: May we live together in the blessing of love. 
One:  May Love light the world this Christmas. 
 

Sung Response When God Is a Child    Brian Wren 
                                                   
 Love is a flame that burns in our heart. Jesus has come and will 
 never depart. 



 
Refrain: When God is a child there's joy in our song. The last shall 
be first and the weak shall be strong, and none shall be afraid. 

 
Children’s Message                             Rev. Lacey Brown          
Children (with or without their parent) are invited to come to the 
chancel steps.  After the Children’s Message, children may go to 
Sunday School or remain with their parent in worship.  The Children’s 
Message is included in the livestream and online worship video. 
 
Response            
 
 We see the love of God in you, the love of Christ comes shining 
 through, And we are blessed to be with you, O holy child of God. 
                                   
Reading Matthew 1:18-25  NRSV               Ellen Beidler 
      
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found to be pregnant by the Holy Spirit. Her 
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her 
to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. But just when he 
had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She 
will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall 
become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from 
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as 
his wife but had no marital relations with her until she had given birth 
to a son, and he named him Jesus. 
 

For the word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for 
the Word of God within us, 

Thanks be to God. 



 
(remain seated) 

 
Hymn  NCH 148  “What Child Is This” 
 
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
 on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
 while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 This, this, the angels sing, 
 is Christ, God’s holy offering; 
 Haste, haste your praise to bring 
 the babe, the child of Mary! 
 
2 Why lies the Child in manger bare 
 where ox and ass are feeding? 
 Give heed, draw near; for sinners here 
 the silent Word is pleading. 
 Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 
 the cross be borne for me, for you; 
 Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
 the babe, the child of Mary! 
 
3 Bring gifts of incense, gold, and myrrh; 
 come, join in jubilation; 
 The Holy Child, though meek and mild, 
 has come with God’s salvation. 
 Raise, raise the song on high, 
 the mother sings her lullaby; 
 Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
 the babe, the child of Mary! 
 
Christmas Cantata:  CAROLS AND LULLABIES Christmas in the 
Southwest by Conrad Susa 
 
Instrumentalists:   Sharon Hope, Cello; Cynthia Nosow, Violin; Mike 
Schafale, Dulcimer and Guitar; Doug Barrick, Piano 
 

Oh, Mi Belen! (Biscayan) 



(Translation:  Oh, Bethlehem! Blest is the hour the Savior comes 
to you, oh, Bethlehem!  Light from your city shines so bright; 
burns like a beacon guiding us safely straight on our way, in dark 
and daylight.  Oh, Bethlehem!) 
 
El Desembre Congelat (Catalonian) 
 
Alegria (Puerto Rican) - Soloists: Alan Beidler and Mike Schafale 
 
A La Nanita Nana (Spanish) 
 
Campana sobre Campana (Andalucian) 
 
En Belen Tocan A Fuego (Castilian) -  Soloists: Marty Lamb, Erin 
Moorman, Tim Jensen 
 
Chiquirriquitin (Andalucian) 

 
Invitation to Give             
           

• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword,  
to 919-888-4541 

General – give to CUCC’s general fund 
Pledge – give toward your pledge 
Method – give toward the special collection for Method Child 
Development Center 

• You can give online at our website www.communityucc.org by 
simply clicking on Donate. 

• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address: 814 
Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC  27607 

 
Offertory “Like a Child”                                                                Damon 
               Tim Jensen, vocalist  
                                                                                               
 
 
 
 



* Doxology (to tune of Christmas hymn by Martin Luther)    
  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done,  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One                          

 
*Dedication of the Offering          
                                         

Emmanuel, come heal our hurts. Come bring justice to the nations. 
Come bring peace to our troubled hearts. Come bring nourishment 
to the hungry. Come bring acceptance to the lost. As we await your 
Kingdom come, we will practice what we preach and walk in the 
way of the Lord. Accept these gifts, and our lives in your service. 
Amen. 

 
*Hymn  NCH 139  “The First Nowell” 
 
1  The first Nowell the angel did say 
 was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
 In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
 on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

Refrain: 
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, 
born in a manger, Emmanuel. 

2  They looked above and saw a star 
shining in the east, beyond them far; 
And to the earth it gave great light, 
and so it continued both day and night. [Refrain] 

3  And by the light of that same star 
three sages came from country far, 
To seek for a king was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it went. [Refrain] 

4  This star shone bright in the northwest, 
o’er Bethlehem it took its rest, 



And there it did both stop and stay, 
right over the place where Jesus lay. [Refrain] 

5  Then entered in those magi three, 
and bending low upon their knee, 
They offered there, in great reverence, 
their gold and myrrh and frankincense. [Refrain] 

 
*Benediction 
 

Go from this place to love with your whole heart. Start by loving 
yourself, and then your neighbor as yourself. Practice loving God 
by loving your community. Make sure there is love in your choices, 
actions, and words. Jesus is the one who shows us how to love 
unselfishly. Go and do likewise. Amen. 

 
Benediction Response  
 
*Postlude “In Dulci Jubilo”                                     German, 14th cent. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 
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