
  

 * Those able may stand 
 
Welcome & Announcements            Rev. Lacey Brown 
Welcome to Community UCC! We’re so glad you’re with us this 
morning for worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, 
welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 
CUCC is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to 
come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about our 
ministries, please talk with one of the ushers or check out our website: 
www.communityucc.org                          
 
Prelude “God of the Prophets”                  Geneva, 1551/Sadowski 
                                                              
*Call to Worship                                        

 
One:    God of revelation and epiphany— 
Many: Through the words of the prophets 

 you have shown us the world 
 of your dreaming and longing: 
 A world built on justice, 
 overflowing with plenty, 
 and crowned with joy. 

One:    And through the coming of Emmanuel - 
 his living and loving, 
 his words and actions— 
 you have shown us 
 how such a world might be fashioned. 

Many: Help us to take, hold and grow into these understandings; 
 and, like Jesus, may we always be ready 
 to live generously, love expansively, 
 speak boldly and act courageously, 
 that the Kingdom of your dreaming, 
 with its justice, abundance and joy, 

 

Community United Church of Christ 
January 15, 2023 (YEAR A) 
Second Sunday After the Epiphany 
 



 may become the present reality 
 of all the peoples of this world. 

 
*Hymn  NCH 281 “Come Holy Spirit Heavenly Dove”    
 
1  Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, 
 with all your quickening powers; 
 Kindle a flame of sacred love 
 in these cold hearts of ours. 

2  In vain we tune our formal songs, 
 in vain we strive to rise; 
 Hosannas languish on our tongues, 
 and our devotion dies. 

3  Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, 
 with all your quickening powers; 
 Come, shed on us the Savior's love, 
 that it may kindle ours.                      

*Confession            
 
Many: Merciful God, whenever we seek you, love is what we find. 
One:  But you do not always find the same when you seek us. 
    Love is patient, but often we are impatient. 
   Love is kind, but often we are rude. 
    Love is not envious, but we often covet. 
     Love does not insist on its own way, but we often do just  
  that. 
     Love does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but we often celebrate  
  violence. 
     Love never ends, and yet we do not always seek your love as 
  our ultimate purpose. 
Many: Help us, loving God, to shed our sin and reflect the light of 
your love. Guide us that we might have faith in your presence, that 
we might hope in your providence, and, above all, that we might live 
with your love as our inspiration. 

 
 
 



Assurance of God’s Love 
 
Arise our light has come! Don’t lose hope.  
God’s love covers all sins and heals the wounded heart.  
Be at peace. Amen. 

 
*Passing the Peace            

The peace of Christ is with you all! 
And also with you. 

 
*Response                                         Haugen 
   

Many are the lightbeams from the one light.  Our one light is Jesus. 
Many are the lightbeams from the one light.  We are one in Christ. 

 
Children’s Message                                                    Roger Manus 
Children (with or without their parent) are invited to come to the 
chancel steps.  After the Children’s Message, children may go to 
Sunday School or remain with their parent in worship.  The Children’s 
Message is included in the livestream and online worship video. 
 
Response                                    
 

Go now in peace, go now in peace.  May the love of God surround 
you everywhere, everywhere you may go. 

 
Reading John 1:29-49  Common English Bible       
  

John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look! The Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world! This is the one about whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me is really greater than me because he 
existed before me.’ Even I didn’t recognize him, but I came baptizing 
with water so that he might be made known to Israel.” John testified, “I 
saw the Spirit coming down from heaven like a dove, and it rested on 
him. Even I didn’t recognize him, but the one who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, ‘The one on whom you see the Spirit coming 
down and resting is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ I have 
seen and testified that this one is God’s Son.” 



The next day John was standing again with two of his disciples. When 
he saw Jesus walking along he said, “Look! The Lamb of God!” The 
two disciples heard what he said, and they followed Jesus. When 
Jesus turned and saw them following, he asked, “What are you 
looking for?” They said, “Rabbi (which is translated Teacher), where 
are you staying?” He replied, “Come and see.” So they went and saw 
where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was 
about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two disciples who 
heard what John said and followed Jesus was Andrew, the brother of 
Simon Peter. He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, 
“We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Christ ). He led him 
to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon, son of John. 
You will be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 

The next day Jesus wanted to go into Galilee, and he found Philip. 
Jesus said to him, “Follow me.” Philip was from Bethsaida, the 
hometown of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to 
him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law and the 
Prophets: Jesus, Joseph’s son, from Nazareth.” Nathanael responded, 
“Can anything from Nazareth be good?” Philip said, “Come and see.” 
Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said about him, “Here is 
a genuine Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” Nathanael asked him, 
“How do you know me?” Jesus answered, “Before Philip called you, I 
saw you under the fig tree.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are God’s 
Son. You are the king of Israel.” 

 
For the word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for 

the Word of God within us, 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Musical Offering “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”              Dorsey 
              Sharon Hope, soloist 
 
Sermon  Come and See                            Rev. Lacey Brown 
 
 
 
 
 



*Hymn  NCH 589  “Let There Be Light O God of Hosts”                               
 
1  Let there be light, Lord God of hosts! 
 Let there be wisdom on the earth! 
 Let broad humanity have birth! 
 Let there be deeds, instead of boasts! 

2  Within our passioned hearts instill 
 the calm that ends all strain and strife; 
 Make us your ministers of life; 
 purge us from lusts that curse and kill! 

3  Give us the peace of senses clear 
 to know our neighbors' good our own; 
 To hope and suffer not alone, 
 bonded in love that conquers fear! 

4  Let woe and waste of warfare cease, 
 that useful labor yet may build 
 Its homes with love and laughter filled! 
 God, give your wayward children peace! 

Prayers of the People             
Those on campus are invited to pray silently or speak out loud your 
prayers.  End your spoken prayer with, “God in your wisdom…” and 
the congregation will respond, “…hear our prayer.”  Those online may 
chat your prayer, and we will read aloud as many as we are able.  We 
will close with a pastoral prayer followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father/Mother in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the Kin-dom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen 
 
Ministry Moment Introducing Ryan Wagers as our new UCC Member  
    in Discernment 



 
Invitation to Give             
           

• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword,  
to 919-888-4541 

General – give to CUCC’s general fund 
Pledge – give toward your pledge 

• You can give online at our website www.communityucc.org by 
simply clicking on Donate. 

• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address: 814 
Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC  27607 

 
Offertory “O Lamb of God”              St. Thomas/Willan 
                                                                                               
*Doxology   

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God for all that love has done, 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. 

 
*Dedication of the Offering           
                                         

O Lord our God, how precious is each person you created in your 
image! We could never give an accounting of the true worth of a 
human being. You alone know how highly you value every person. 
Help us to be people who restore relationships. Use us and our 
offerings to fulfill the mission of your church. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Hymn  NCH 584  “I Am the Light of the World”  
 
Refrain:  
"I am the light of the world!  
You people come and follow me!"  
If you follow and love you'll learn the mystery  
of what you were meant to do and be.  
 
1.  When the song of the angels is stilled,  
 when the star in the sky is gone,  
 when the sages and the shepherds have found their way home,  
 the work of Christmas is begun:  
 
Refrain:  
 
2. To find the lost and lonely one,  
 to heal the broken soul with love,  
 To feed the hungry children with warmth and good food,  
 To feel the earth below, the sky above!  
 
Refrain:  
 
3.  To free the prisoner from all chains,  
 to make the powerful care,  
 To rebuild the nations with strength of good will,  
 to see all God's children everywhere!  
 
Refrain:  
 
*Benediction 
 

Go into the world, listening for God’s call in your lives. 
Go into the world, ready to follow where love leads. 
Go into the world, willing to testify to how love has healed you. 
Go into the world, sustained by the love and power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

 
*Postlude “Glory”                                         Warren 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 
 

Communion table decoration for this Sunday is by Carol Kepler. 
 

Copyright and licensing notifications 
Used with permission for reprinting and streaming/podcasting under ONE LICENSE #A-738843, CCLI Reprinting License 
#11204669  CCLI Streaming License #20261332, and CCS License #14247. All rights reserved. 
 
 
“Call to Worship,” Christian Aid website. https://www.christianaid.org.uk/churches/weekly-worship?Page=1 
“Confession,” by Stephen Fearing, inspired by 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
http://www.stephenmfearing.com/liturgy//confession-epiphany-4c-january-31st-2016 
“Dedication of the Offering,” UMC Discipleship Ministries 
“Benediction,” Ministry Matters, Worship Connection 
 

Community UCC strives to be a fully accessible congregation. If you need a large print order of worship or a hearing 
assistance device, please contact our usher.  
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