
  

 * Those able may stand 
 
Welcome & Announcements       Rev. Śānti Matthews 
Welcome to Community UCC! We’re so glad you’re with us this 
morning for worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, 
welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 
CUCC is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to 
come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about our 
ministries, please talk with one of the ushers or check out our website: 
www.communityucc.org                          
 
Prelude “Allegro” from Sonata in C                        D. Scarlatti  
 
Introit 
                                                              
*Call to Worship                                        

 
One:  Jesus calls us to praise and prayer, to song and silence; 
Many: Jesus calls us to worship. 
One:  Jesus calls us to hearing and healing, to service and   
  solidarity; 
Many: Jesus calls us to love. 
One:  Jesus calls us to advocacy and action, to protest and   
  provision; 
Many: Jesus calls us to justice.  
One:  Let us heed the call of Christ.  
Many: Let us worship together with joy. 
 

*Hymn  NCH 68 “God Is Truly With Us”       
 
1  God is truly with us; 
 sing we and adore now; 
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 praise the One we come before now. 
 Here within this temple, 
 here in sound and silence, 
 worship God in deepest reverence. 
 You alone, God, we own, 
 you, our God and Savior; 
 praise to you forever. 

2  God is truly with us; 
loud our praise resounding! 
Echoes of the saints surrounding! 
"Holy, holy, holy," 
hear the hymn ascending, 
angels, saints, their voices blending! 
Bow your ear to us here; 
hear, O Christ, the praises 
that your Church now raises. 

3  Source of every blessing, 
bless the ones who name you, 
let our words and deeds proclaim you. 
Like the saints and angels 
praising you in glory, 
may your servants sing your story. 
And in all, great and small, 
may we do most nearly 
what you love most dearly.                  

Reflection by Rev. Barb Hedges-Goettl        
 
God of the impossible, what if? 
What if what is impossible for human beings is possible with you? 
What if we believe in your creative and transformative power? 
What if things that need to change really change? 
What if we are all of us, every single one, created in your image? 
What if the smallest one, the youngest one, the poorest one,  
the widow, the orphan, the foreign one, is your messenger? 
What if evil is upended for good? 
What if brokenness is overcome by healing? 
What if a little child shall lead us? 



What if all people are worthy? 
What if each person is set free? 
What if the power of evil cannot overcome you? 
What if even death cannot hold you? 
What if you confound all that breaks, divides and kills? 
What if you never leave us or forsake us? 
What if things that need to change really change? 
What if we believe in your creative and transformative power? 
What if we leave behind the old and truly seek out the new? 
What if you are calling us to leave what’s comfortable and secure  
for the unpredictable and uncertain?  
What if love is the answer to all our most important questions? 
Amen 

 
*Passing the Peace            

The peace of Christ is with you all! 
And also with you. 

 
*Response                                         Haugen 
 

Many are the lightbeams from the one light.  Our one light is Jesus. 
Many are the lightbeams from the one light.  We are one in Christ. 

 
Children’s Message                                          Sue Cottle 
Children (with or without their parent) are invited to come to the 
chancel steps.  After the Children’s Message, children may go to 
Sunday School or remain with their parent in worship.  The Children’s 
Message is included in the livestream and online worship video. 
 
Response                                    
 

Go now in peace, go now in peace.  May the love of God surround 
you everywhere, everywhere you may go. 

 
Reading Matthew 4:12-23  Common English Bible (CEB)    
    

Now when Jesus heard that John was arrested, he went to Galilee. He 
left Nazareth and settled in Capernaum, which lies alongside the sea in 
the area of Zebulun and Naphtali. This fulfilled what Isaiah the prophet 



said: Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, alongside the sea, across 
the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who lived in the dark 
have seen a great light, and a light has come upon those who lived in 
the region and in shadow of death.  

From that time Jesus began to announce, “Change your hearts and 
lives! Here comes the kingdom of heaven!” As Jesus walked alongside 
the Galilee Sea, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and 
Andrew, throwing fishing nets into the sea, because they were 
fishermen. “Come, follow me,” he said, “and I’ll show you how to fish 
for people.” Right away, they left their nets and followed him. 
Continuing on, he saw another set of brothers, James the son of 
Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with Zebedee their 
father repairing their nets. Jesus called them and immediately they left 
the boat and their father and followed him.  

Jesus traveled throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues. He 
announced the good news of the kingdom and healed every disease 
and sickness among the people. News about him spread throughout 
Syria. People brought to him all those who had various kinds of 
diseases, those in pain, those possessed by demons, those with 
epilepsy, and those who were paralyzed, and he healed them. Large 
crowds followed him from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, 
and from the areas beyond the Jordan River. 

For the word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for 
the Word of God within us, 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem “The Lord Bless You and Keep You.”       Lurkin 
 
Sermon The Good News                                    Rev. Lacey Brown 
 
*Hymn  NCH 171  “Jesus Calls Us”                               
 
1  Jesus calls us, o'er the tumult 
 of our life's wild, restless sea; 
 Day by day that voice still calls us, 
 saying, "Christian, follow me," 
 saying, "Christian, follow me." 



2  As of old, Saint Andrew heard it 
by the Galilean lake, 
Turned from home and toil and kindred, 
leaving all for Jesus' sake, 
leaving all for Jesus' sake. 

3  Jesus calls us from the worship 
of the treasures we adore, 
From each idol that would keep us, 
saying, "Christian, love me more," 
saying, "Christian, love me more." 

4  In our joys and in our sorrows, 
days of toil and hours of ease, 
Jesus calls, in cares and pleasures, 
"Christian, love me more than these," 
"Christian, love me more than these." 

5  Jesus calls us! By your mercies, 
Savior, may we hear your call, 
Give our hearts to your obedience, 
serve and love you best of all, 
serve and love you best of all. 

New Members Joining: 
 

● Do you desire to affirm your baptism (or be baptized) into the faith 
and family of Jesus Christ? 

● Do you renounce the powers of evil and desire the freedom of 
new life in Christ?  

● Do you profess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior?  
● Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be Christ’s disciple, to 

follow in the way of our Savior, to resist oppression and evil, to 
show love and justice, and to witness to the work and word of 
Jesus Christ as best you are able?  

● Do you promise, according to the grace given you, to grow in the 
Christian faith, and to be a faithful member of the church of Jesus 
Christ, celebrating Christ’s presence and furthering Christ’s 
mission in all the world? 



● By your baptism, you were made one with us in the body of 
Christ, the church. Today, we rejoice in your pilgrimage of faith 
which has brought you to this time and place. We give thanks for 
every community of faith that has been your spiritual home, and 
we celebrate your presence in this household of faith. Do you 
promise to participate in the life and mission of this family of 
God's people, sharing regularly in the worship of God and 
enlisting in the work of this local church as it serves this 
community and the world? 

 
Remain seated 

 
Welcome and reception of new members  

We welcome you with joy in the common life of this church. We 
promise you our friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and 
labors of the church of Jesus Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit 
may we continue to grow together in God's knowledge and love and 
be witnesses of our risen Savior. 

 
Gifting Prayer Sticks                         Rev. Śānti Matthews 
 
Sung Response NCH 539  “Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant” 
 

Won’t you let me be your servant 
Let me be as Christ to you 
Pray that I might have the grace 
To let you be my servant too 
 
We are pilgrims on the journey 
We are travelers on the road 
We are here to help each other 
Walk the mile and bear the load 
 
I will weep when you are weeping 
When you laugh, I'll laugh with you 
I will share your joy and sorrow 
Till we've seen this journey through 
 



Won’t you let me be your servant 
Let me be as Christ to you 
Pray that I might have the grace 
To let you be my servant too 

 
Invitation to Give             
           

• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword,  
to 919-888-4541 

General – give to CUCC’s general fund 
Pledge – give toward your pledge 

• You can give online at our website www.communityucc.org by 
simply clicking on Donate. 

• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address: 814 
Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC  27607 

 
Offertory “Deck Thyself, My Soul with Gladness”           Cruger/Bach 
                                                                                               
*Doxology   

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God for all that love has done, 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. 

 
*Dedication of the Offering           
                                         

God, we are grateful that you have claimed us as your own. Thank 
you for drawing us to this congregation where we share in worship, 
study, friendship, and service with others who have heard your call. 
Let our lives be useful for your purposes. We gladly give our 
offerings as a sign of the joy we share with the world. Amen. 

 
*Hymn  NCH 495  “Called As Partners in Christ’s Service”  
 

1 Called as partners in Christ’s service, 
called to ministries of grace,  
We respond with deep commitment 



fresh new lines of faith to trace. 
May we learn the art of sharing, 
side by side and friend with friend, 
Equal partners in our caring 
to fulfill God’s chosen end. 
 

2 Christ’s example, Christ’s inspiring, 
Christ’s clear call to work and worth, 
Let us follow, never faltering, 
reconciling folk on earth. 
Men and women, richer, poorer, 
all God’s people, young and old, 
Blending human skills together 
gracious gifts from God unfold. 

 
3 Thus new patterns for Christ’s mission, 

in a small or global sense,  
Help us bear each other’s burdens, 
breaking down each wall or fence. 
Words of comfort, words of vision, 
words of challenge, said with care, 
Bring new power and strength for action, 
make us colleagues, free and fair. 
 

4 So God grant us for tomorrow 
ways to order human life 
That surround each person’s sorrow 
with a calm that conquers strife. 
Make us partners in our living, 
our compassion to increase, 
Messengers of faith, thus giving 
hope and confidence and peace. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



*Benediction 
 

The peace of God be in your heart. 
The grace of God be in your words. 
The love of God be in your hands. 
The joy of God be in your soul. 
Amen. 

 
Benediction Response 
 
*Postlude “Great God of All the Ages”                 Taylor 
 
 

We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 
Communion table decoration for this Sunday is by Mac Hulslander. 
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“Call to Worship,” written by Joanna Harader and posted on Spacious Faith. 
https://spaciousfaith.com/ 
“Dedication of the Offering,” UMC Discipleship Ministries 
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