
  
 * Those able may stand 
 
 

Welcome & Announcements                Rev. Śānti Matthews 
Welcome to Community UCC! We’re so glad you’re with us this 
morning for worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, 
welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 
CUCC is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to 
come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about our 
ministries, please talk with one of the ushers or check out our website: 
www.communityucc.org                          
 
Prelude “O God of Earth and Altar”                    English folk tune/Wold 
                                                               
*Call to Worship                                        

 
One:  In bright light and dull darkness  

 In the energy of each day and the rest that comes with night  
Many: We remember the goodness of God  
One:  In the heavens high above our heads  

 In waters that run deep around the world  
Many: We remember the goodness of God  
One:  In solid land and flowing seas  

 In vivid flowers and fruit laden-trees  
Many: We remember the goodness of God  
One:  In the rising and setting of the sun and the cycles of the   
  seasons  

 In the patterns of the shining stars  
Many: We remember the goodness of God  
One:  In oceans teeming with fish  

 In skies filled with birds  
Many: We remember the goodness of God  
One:  In a world filled with animal life  

 And in ourselves as human beings  
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Many: We remember the goodness of God  
One:  And God looked and saw all that God had made,  
Many: and indeed it was very, very good.  
One:  In rest and reflection, in wonder and worship  
Many: We remember the goodness of God 
 

*Hymn  “All Creatures of Our God and King”     
 
1.  All creatures of our God and King, 
 lift up your voice and with us sing, 
 O praise ye! Alleluia! 
 O brother sun with golden beam, 
 O sister moon with silver gleam! 
 O praise ye! O praise ye! 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
2.  O brother wind, air, clouds, and rain, 
 by which all creatures ye sustain, 
 O praise ye! Alleluia! 
 Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, 
 ye lights of evening, find a voice! 
 O praise ye! O praise ye! 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
3.  O sister water, flowing clear, 
 make music for thy Lord to hear, 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 O brother fire who lights the night, 
 providing warmth, enhancing sight, 
 O praise ye! O praise ye! 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
4.  Dear mother earth, who day by day 
 unfoldest blessings on our way, 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 The flowers and fruits that in thee grow, 
 let them God's glory also show! 
 O praise ye! O praise ye! 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!                   



Ministry Moment Celebrating our progress and re-affirming the 
Carbon Covenant for Our Buildings Justice in a Changing Climate 
(JCC)   
 
CUCC Carbon Covenant as a Litany 
 
One:  God has called us to care for creation, and rising levels of  
  greenhouse gasses in the atmosphere endanger God’s   
  Earth. The members of Community United Church of Christ  
  covenant with one another to reduce the carbon footprint of  
  our buildings to meet or exceed these CO2e generation   
  reduction targets: 

● By 2030, a reduction in net CO2e generation by 50% compared to 
2010 levels. 

● By 2050, a reduction in net CO2e generation to zero. 
Many:  We will monitor our progress annually. With humility and in  
  hope, we seek God’s help and entrust ourselves to God’s  
  mercy as we plan and implement actions to fulfill this   
  covenant. 
 
*Passing the Peace            

The peace of Christ is with you all! 
And also with you. 

 
*Response                                         Haugen 
 

Many are the lightbeams from the one light.  Our one light is Jesus. 
Many are the lightbeams from the one light.  We are one in Christ. 
(repeat) 

 
 
Children’s Message                                                                                              
Children (with or without their parent) are invited to come to the 
chancel steps.  After the Children’s Message, children may go to 
Sunday School or remain with their parent in worship.  The Children’s 
Message is included in the livestream and online worship video. 
 
Response                                    
 



Go now in peace, go now in peace.  May the love of God surround 
you everywhere, everywhere you may go. 

 
Reading Genesis 1:26-31  Common English Bible (CEB)    
    

Then God said, “Let us make humanity in our image to resemble us so 
that they may take charge of the fish of the sea, the birds in the sky, 
the livestock, all the earth, and all the crawling things on earth.” God 
created humanity in God’s own image, in the divine image God created 
them, male and female God created them.  

God blessed them and said to them, “Be fertile and multiply; fill the 
earth and master it. Take charge of the fish of the sea, the birds in the 
sky, and everything crawling on the ground.” Then God said, “I now 
give to you all the plants on the earth that yield seeds and all the trees 
whose fruit produces its seeds within it. These will be your food. To all 
wildlife, to all the birds in the sky, and to everything crawling on the 
ground—to everything that breathes—I give all the green grasses for 
food.” And that’s what happened. God saw everything God had made: 
it was supremely good. There was evening and there was morning: the 
sixth day. 

For the word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for 
the Word of God within us, 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon                                 Rev. Śānti Matthews and Youth Voices 
 
 
*Hymn  NCH 308  “At the Font We Start our Journey”                               
 
1  At the font we start our journey, 
 in the Easter faith baptized; 
 doubts and fears no longer blind us, 
 by the light of Christ surprised. 
 Alleluia! alleluia! 
 Hope held out and realized. 



2  At the pulpit we are fashioned 
 by the Easter tale retold 
 into witnesses and prophets, 
 by the power of Christ made bold. 
 Alleluia! alleluia! 
 Faith proclaimed, yet still untold. 

3  At the altar we are nourished 
with the Easter gift of bread; 
in our breaking it to pieces 
see the love of Christ out-spread. 
Alleluia! alleluia! 
Life embraced, yet freely shed. 

4  At the door we are commissioned, 
now the Easter victory's won, 
to restore a world divided 
to the peace of Christ as one. 
Alleluia! alleluia! 
Easter's work must still be done. 

 
Prayers of the People             
Those on campus are invited to pray silently or speak out loud your 
prayers.  End your spoken prayer with, “God in your wisdom…” and 
the congregation will respond, “…hear our prayer.”  Those online may 
chat your prayer, and we will read aloud as many as we are able.  We 
will close with a pastoral prayer followed by the New Zealand version 
of the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer from The New Zealand Prayer Book 
 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Source of all 
that is and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, 
in whom is heaven: The hallowing of your name echo through the 
universe! The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of 
the world! Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! Your 
commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come 
on earth. With the bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts 
we absorb from one another, forgive us. In times of temptation 



and test, strengthen us. From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the glory 
of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Ministry Moment Community Outreach Update      Charles Coble                                         
 
Invitation to Give             
           

• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword,  
• to 919-888-4541 

General – give to CUCC’s general fund 
Pledge – give toward your pledge 

• You can give online at our website www.communityucc.org by 
simply clicking on Donate. 

• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address:  
814 Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC  27607 

 
Offertory “All Things Bright and Beautiful”    17th cent. English/Keveren 
                                                                                               
*Doxology   

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God for all that love has done, 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. 

 
*Dedication of the Offering           
                                         

Living God, you call us to be good stewards of this earthly home, 
strengthen us to care for your creation; forgive us when, through 
our greed and indifference we abuse its beauty and damage its 
potential. Empower us, through your Spirit, to nurture and love the 
world, that all creation sings to your glory. Accept these gifts as 
part of our commitment to be better stewards. Amen. 

 
*Hymn  NCH 425  “For the Fruit of All Creation”  
 



1  For the fruit of all creation, 
 thanks be to God. 
 For God's gifts to every nation, 
 thanks be to God. 
 For the plowing, sowing, reaping, 
 silent growth while we are sleeping, 
 Future needs in earth's safe-keeping, 
 thanks be to God. 

2  In the just reward of labor, 
 God's will is done. 
 In the help we give our neighbor, 
 God's will is done. 
 In our world-wide task of caring 
 for the hungry and despairing, 
 In the harvests we are sharing, 
 God's will is done. 

3  For the harvests of the Spirit, 
 thanks be to God. 
 For the good we all inherit, 
 thanks be to God. 
 For the wonders that astound us, 
 for the truths that still confound us, 
 Most of all that love has found us, 
 thanks be to God. 

*Benediction 
 

God without us will not;  
we without God cannot.  
Christ has no body but ours,  
No hands, no feet on earth but ours,  
Ours are the eyes with which God looks compassion on this world,  
Ours are the feet with which God walks to do good,  
Ours are the hands, with which God blesses all the world.  
Go, and do good. Amen. 

 
*Postlude “Earth and All Stars”         D. Johnson 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 
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