
  
 * Those able may stand 
Bold type indicates a unison response 
 
Welcome & Announcements                              Rev. Śānti Matthews  
Welcome to Community UCC! We’re so glad you’re with us this morning for worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time 
visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! CUCC is an inclusive faith community where 
everyone is welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about our ministries, please talk with one 
of the ushers or check out our website: www.communityucc.org                          
 
Prelude “We Three Kings of Orient Are”                                                             Hopkins/Close 
 
*Call to Worship                                       

 
One: Arise! Shine! The light you have been waiting for is here! 
Many: Darkness has been banished! 
One: God's light of hope floods the earth 
Many: God's light comes to us all. 
One: Lord, make us ready to journey to this Light. 
Many: Prepare our hearts to receive this Light.  

 
*Hymn  NCH 164 “Arise Your Light Has Come”                         
 
Poetry Reading How The Light Comes                 Jan Richardson 

 
I cannot tell you 
how the light comes. 
What I know 
is that it is more ancient 
than imagining. 
That it travels 
across an astounding expanse 
to reach us. 
That it loves 
searching out 
what is hidden 
what is lost 
what is forgotten 
or in peril 
or in pain. 
That it has a fondness 
for the body 
for finding its way 
toward flesh 
for tracing the edges 
of form 
for shining forth 
through the eye, 
the hand, 
the heart. 
I cannot tell you 
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how the light comes, 
but that it does. 
That it will. 
That it works its way 
into the deepest dark 
that enfolds you, 
though it may seem 
long ages in coming 
or arrive in a shape 
you did not foresee. 
And so 
may we this day 
turn ourselves toward it. 
May we lift our faces 
to let it find us. 
May we bend our bodies 
to follow the arc it makes. 
May we open 
and open more 
and open still 
to the blessed light 
that comes. 

 
~ silent reflection ~ 

 
*Passing the Peace            

The peace of Christ is with you all! 
And also with you. 

 
 
*Response                                   Hopkins 
 

O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright; westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light. 

 
Children’s Message                                                                             Rev. Śānti Matthews 
Children (with or without their parent) are invited to come to the chancel steps.  After the Children’s Message, children 
may go to Sunday School or remain with their parent in worship.  The Children’s Message is included in the livestream 
and online worship video. 
 
Response                                   Murray 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay close by me forever and love me, I pray.  Bless all the 
dear children in Thy tender care, and fit us for heaven to live with Thee there.    

  



Reading Matthew 2: 1-12  NRSV    
       
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east came to Jerusalem, 
asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have 
come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, and 
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to 
be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, 
in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, for from you shall come a ruler who is 
to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 
Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 
Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found 
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out, 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, 
they saw the child with Mary, his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream 
not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 

For the word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for the Word of God within us, 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon                                                          Rev. Sharon Hope 
 
*Hymn  NCH 417  “This Is a Day of New Beginnings”                               
 
Invitation to Give              
          

• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword, to 919-888-4541 
General – give to CUCC’s general fund 
Pledge – give toward your pledge 

• You can give online at our website www.communityucc.org by simply clicking on Donate. 

• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address: 814 Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC  27607 

 
Offertory “The Wexford Carol”                                         Trad. English/Hayes 
                                                                                               
*Doxology  “Glo  -    -    -   ria in excelsis Deo!  Glo  -  -  -  ria in excelsis De - - o!”             French/Barnes  
 
*Dedication of the Offering           
                                         

We have seen your star, O God, shining brightly over us and all the peoples of the earth. 
Teach us to trust your light. Help us take risks, that we might step out in faith into the unknown. 
Guide us to the place where you abide, that we may be overwhelmed with joy like the magi before 
us. Guide us to the stable of your love, that we may offer you the gifts of our lives. Amen. 

 
Celebration of Holy Communion 
At Community United Church of Christ, we practice an “open table,” meaning that you do not have to be a member 
of our church to participate. You don’t have to be baptized or have gone through a confirmation process. The only 
prerequisite is an open heart. All are welcome at Christ’s table. If you prefer to be served at your seat, please let a 
pastor know.  Communion distribution at the front is included in the livestream and online worship video.  
 
Song of Communion (congregation sings as they come forward) 
 
   Eat this Bread, drink this Cup. Come to Me and never be hungry. Eat this Bread, drink this Cup. 
 Trust in Me and you will not thirst. 
 



Invitation  
Words of Institution 
Sharing the bread and cup 
Prayer after receiving 
 
*Hymn  NCH 154  “Go Tell it on the Mountain” 
 
*Benediction 
 

Go into the world, bearing the light of hope and peace. Bring the Good News of the love of God through 
Jesus Christ to all the people. Go in peace.  

 
*Postlude “What Star Is This With Beams So Bright”                                                                 Praetorius 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 
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“Call to Worship,” written by Nancy C Townley, Ministry Matters Worship Connection 
“Poetry Reading,” How The Light Comes, written by Jan Richardson 
“Dedication of the Offering,” written by Nancy C Townley, Ministry Matters Worship Connection 
“Benediction,” written by Nancy C Townley, Ministry Matters Worship Connection 
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