
  
 * Those able may stand 
 

Welcome & Announcements                   Rev. Lacey Brown  
Welcome to Community UCC! We’re so glad you’re with us this 
morning for worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, 
welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 
CUCC is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to 
come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about our 
ministries, please talk with one of the ushers or check out our website: 
www.communityucc.org                          
 
Prelude “Be Thou My Vision”                               Irish ballad/Dale 
 
Introit 
 
*Call to Worship            Rev. Śānti Matthews  

                                   
One: The voice of God gathers us this day. 
Many: In reverence, in wonder, in hope, we gather. 
One: With unsettled questions in our hearts, 
Many: With the mystery of God enshrouding us, 
One: Acknowledging that we who were lost are now found and 
loved. 
Many: The warmth of God brings us together as one people. 
One: So we come, with joy and sorrow in our hearts, 
Many: With acts mighty and faltering, 
One: With kindness and with selfishness, 
Many: With doubt and with faith: We bring the fullness of our lives 
to God. 

 
*Hymn  NCH 18 “Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer”   
                      
1 Guide me, O my great Redeemer, 
 pilgrim through this barren land; 
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 I am weak, but you are mighty; 
 hold me with your powerful hand. 
 Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
 feed me till I want no more, 
 feed me till I want no more. 

2 Open now the crystal fountain, 
where the healing waters flow. 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 
lead me all my journey through. 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 
ever be my strength and shield, 
ever be my strength and shield. 

3 When I reach the River Jordan, 
bid my anxious fears subside. 
Death of death, and hell's destruction, 
land me safe on heaven's side. 
Songs of praises, songs of praises 
I will ever sing to you, 
I will ever sing to you. 

 
Ministry Moment Blessing Heather Yandow and Members of the   
    Dream Team (Diana Koenning, Fawn Pattison,  
    Sam Woodrum, Paul Atkinson, Richard Nicholl) 
                  
*Passing the Peace            

The peace of Christ is with you all! 
And also with you. 

 
*Sung Response NCH 451 
 
 Be now my vision, O God of my heart; 

nothing surpasses the love you impart— 
You my best thought, by day or by night, 
waking or sleeping, your presence my light. 
 
Be now my wisdom, and be my true word; 
ever within me, my soul is assured; 



Mother and Father, you are both to me, 
now and forever your child I will be. 

                                                        
Children’s Message                                                                 Beth Wagers 
Children (with or without their parent) are invited to come to the 
chancel steps.  After the Children’s Message, children may go to 
Sunday School or remain with their parent in worship.  The Children’s 
Message is included in the livestream and online worship video. 
 
Response                                  J. Snowdon 
 

“May God’s sheltering wings, her gathering wings protect you. 
May God’s nurturing arms, her cradling arms sustain you, 
And hold you in her love, and hold you in her love.” 
 

Genesis 15: 1-18 NRSV                               Ryan Wagers 
       
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do 
not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very 
great.” But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I 
continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 
And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, so a slave born in 
my house is to be my heir.” But the word of the Lord came to him, 
“This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall 
be your heir.” God brought Abram outside and said, “Look toward 
heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then God 
said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And Abram believed the 
Lord, and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
Then God said, “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the 
Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” But Abram said, “O Lord 
God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” God said to him, 
“Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram 
three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” He brought him all 
these and cut them in two, laying each half over against the other, but 
he did not cut the birds in two. And when birds of prey came down on 
the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 
As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep 
and terrifying darkness descended upon him. Then the Lord said to 
Abram, “Know this for certain, that your offspring shall be aliens in a 



land that is not theirs and shall be slaves there, and they shall be 
oppressed for four hundred years, but I will bring judgment on the 
nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great 
possessions. As for yourself, you shall go to your ancestors in peace; 
you shall be buried in a good old age. And they shall come back here 
in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 
complete.” 
When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a 
flaming torch passed between these pieces. On that day the Lord 
made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I give this 
land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates. 
 

For the word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for 
the Word of God within us, 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem Give Us a Vision                 Choplin 
 
Sermon Faithful, fearless, and free to ask questions 
                   Rev. Lacey Brown 
 
*Hymn  #288 Chalice Hymnal O GOD OF VISION (Vs 1-4)                              

 
1) O God of vision far greater than all human scheming, 
Gather us now in your presence, refreshing, redeeming. 
Show us anew—Life in your breath-taking view, 
Lovely beyond all our dreaming. 
 
2) Pour out Your Spirit on all now assembled before You. 
May our diversity here be a means to adore You. 
Women and men—Young, old and youthful again, 
Make us as one, we implore You. 
 
3) Grant to us insight, O God, for this time of decision. 
May we dream challenging dreams of both depth and precision. 
Speak through the dark—Dispel by lightning’s bright spark 
Whatever clouds dim our vision. 
 
4) Break the sun’s rays into color, a rainbow around us. 



Storm clouds, though real and near, are not enough to confound 
us. 
Arched in the sky—Beauty and promise are high, 
Giving us hope to astound us. 

 
Prayers of the People             
Those on campus are invited to pray silently or speak out loud your 
prayers.  End your spoken prayer with, “God in your wisdom…” and 
the congregation will respond, “…hear our prayer.”  Those online may 
chat your prayer, and we will read aloud as many as we are able.  We 
will close with a pastoral prayer followed by the New Zealand version 
of the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer from The New Zealand Prayer Book 
 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Source of all 
that is and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, 
in whom is heaven: The hallowing of your name echo through the 
universe! The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of 
the world! Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! Your 
commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come 
on earth. With the bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts 
we absorb from one another, forgive us. In times of temptation 
and test, strengthen us. From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the glory 
of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Give             
           

• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword,  
to 919-888-4541 

General – give to CUCC’s general fund 
Pledge – give toward your pledge 
Earthquake – assist people in Turkey and Syria 

• You can give online at our website www.communityucc.org by 
simply clicking on Donate. 

• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address:  
814 Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC  27607 



 
Offertory                               African-American trad. 

 
Rock-a my soul in the bosom of Abraham.                                       
Rock-a my soul in the bosom of Abraham. 
Rock-a my soul in the bosom of Abraham.  Oh, rock-a my soul. 
So high you can’t get over it. 
So low you can’t get under it. 
So wide you can’t get ‘round it.  Oh, rock-a my soul.     
(repeat)                

 
*Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God for all that love has done, 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. 

  
*Dedication of the Offering           
                                         

O God of Abraham and Sarah, you have led your people in the past; 
lead us now. Gant us the courage to leave behind the familiar and 
invest in the future. Give us wisdom to use our gifts wisely.  
Teach us how to work together in mutual responsibility, side by 
side. Give us a vision of how to build your church and reach the 
community around us. Grant us the Spirit of Christ, who came not 
to be served but to serve. Amen. 

 
*Hymn  NCH 25  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” (vs 1-4) 
 
1 Our God, our help in ages past, 
 our hope for years to come, 
 Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
 and our eternal home: 

2 Under the shadow of your throne 
your saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is your arm alone, 
and our defense is sure. 



3 Before the hills in order stood 
or earth received its frame, 
From everlasting you are God, 
to endless years the same. 

4 A thousand ages in your sight 
are like an evening gone, 
Short as the watch that ends the night 
before the rising sun. 

*Benediction 
 

There is a power at work in the universe. 
It works through human hands, but it was not made by human 
hands. It is a creative, sustaining, and transforming power  
and we can trust that power with our lives and with our ministries. 
It will sustain us whenever we take a stand on the side of love; 
whenever we take a stand for peace and justice; whenever we take 
a risk. Trust in God’s power. We are, together, held by God’s love. 
Amen. 

 
Benediction Response 
 
*Postlude “The God of Abraham Praise”                                                 
              Hebrew melody/Olivers and Lyon 
 
 
 

We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 
Communion table decoration for this Sunday is by Sharon Hope. 
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