
  
 * Those able may stand 
 

Welcome & Announcements                                  Rev. Lacey Brown 
Welcome to Community UCC! We’re so glad you’re with us this 
morning for worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, 
welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 
CUCC is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to 
come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about our 
ministries, please talk with one of the ushers or check out our website: 
www.communityucc.org                          
 
Prelude “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot”                     Spiritual 
           Samuel Kim, piano 
                                                               
Introit 
 
*Call to Worship                                        

 
One:  Come with your questions, come with your awe! 
Many: For the God who created all living creatures meets us in this 
place. 
One:  Come with your energy, come with your weariness! 
Many: For the God who breathes new life into the dust meets us in 
this place. 
One:  Come with your sadness, come with your joy! 
Many: For the God who dared to become human meets us in this 
place. 
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*Hymn  “Light Dawns on a Weary World” See insert    
 
Light dawn on a weary world 
when eyes begin to see all people’s dignity. 
Light dawns on a weary world: 
the promised day of justice comes. 
 
Refrain: 
The trees shall clap their hands; 
The dry lands, gush with springs; 
the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing! 
We shall go out with joy, 
and be led forth in peace, 
as all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 
 
Love grows in a weary world 
when hungry hearts find bread 
and children’s dreams are fed. 
Love grows in a weary world; 
the promised feast of plenty comes. 
 
Refrain 
Hope blooms in a weary world 
when creatures, once forlorn, find wilderness reborn. 
Hope blooms in a weary world: 
the promised green of Eden comes. 
 
Refrain 
 
                      
A Voice for Creation Justice                      Roger Manus  
 
 
  
*Passing the Peace            

The peace of Christ is with you all! 
And also with you. 

 
 



*Response                               Taize 
 

My peace I leave you, my peace I give you: trouble not your hearts. 
My peace I leave you, my peace I give you: be not afraid.  

 
Children’s Message                                 Julie Robertson                                      
Children (with or without their parent) are invited to come to the 
chancel steps.  After the Children’s Message, children may go to 
Sunday School or remain with their parent in worship.  The Children’s 
Message is included in the livestream and online worship video. 
 
Response            Trad. blessing, Benin 
                                 

May the God of peace and of all good, may the God of peace and of 
all good 
Be always with you, Amen!  Be always with you, Amen!     

 
Reading Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-11, 17-19  NRSV   Jim Oxenford 
       
God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep 
it. And God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of 
the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall 
not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 
 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that God 
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from 
any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat 
of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat 
of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you 
touch it, or you shall die.’“ But the serpent said to the woman, “You 
will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when 
the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one 
wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 
 



They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the 
time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves 
from the presence of God among the trees of the garden. But God 
called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” The man said, “I 
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 
naked, and I hid myself.” God said, “Who told you that you were 
naked? Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have 
eaten of the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of 
it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all 
the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you 
shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were 
taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
 

For the word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for 
the Word of God within us, 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Anthem Creator God, You Gave Us Life     Snowdon 
 
Sermon                                                         Rev. Lacey Brown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Hymn  NCH 550  “O God as with a Potter’s Hand”                               
 
1 O God, as with potter’s hand, 
 when earth was morning bright, 
 you shaped from clay a human form 
 that gave your eye delight; 
 You breathed in love your Spirit’s breath: 
 a living creature stirred 



 and stood within the garden green, 
 awake to hear your Word. 
 
2 Can clay defy the potter’s touch, 
 alone its form define, 
 or spoil with the wild, rebellious will 
 the artist’s true design? 
 Yet we, in whom your hand has formed 
 an image good and fair, 
 disfigure what you meant to be 
 a work beyond compare. 
 
3 But once you shaped from human clay 
 a life whose truth and grace 
 revealed an image pure and whole 
 that sin could not deface. 
 And when we seized your choicest work 
 and broke it’s a fragile clay, 
 your hands restored that shattered shards 
 on earth’s first Easter day. 
 
4 O God, you hold our earthen lives 
 within your shaping hand 
 and turn our forming clay to show 
 the image you have planned. 
 Forgive the sin that mars your work 
 and strives against your will. 
 Confirm our lives to Jesus Christ 
 with wisdom, love, and skill. 
 
Prayers of the People             
Those on campus are invited to pray silently or speak out loud your 
prayers.  End your spoken prayer with, “God in your wisdom…” and 
the congregation will respond, “…hear our prayer.”  Those online may 
chat your prayer, and we will read aloud as many as we are able.  We 
will close with a pastoral prayer followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 



Our Father/Mother in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Invitation to Give             
           

• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword,  
to 919-888-4541 

General – give to CUCC’s general fund 
Pledge – give toward your pledge 
Earthquake – give toward UCC relief efforts in Turkey and Syria 

• You can give online at our website www.communityucc.org by 
simply clicking on Donate. 

• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address: 814 
Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC  27607 

 
Offertory “All Through the Night”                     Traditional Welsh 
           Samuel Kim, piano 
                                                                                               
*Doxology   

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God for all that love has done, 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. 

*Dedication of the Offering           
                                         

Creator God, We give these offerings in faith, trusting that you will 
provide for our needs. 
We give these offerings in hope, knowing you can use them to 
spread your love in this world. Amen. 

 
*Hymn  NCH 519  “Not My Brother, nor My Sister” (Standing in 
the Need of Prayer)  
 



1  Not my brother, nor my sister, but it’s me, O God, 
 standing in the need of prayer; 
 Not my brother, nor my sister, but it’s me, O God, 
 standing in the need of prayer. 

Refrain: 
It’s me, it’s me, O God, 
standing in the need of prayer; 
It’s me, it’s me, O God, 
standing in the need of prayer. 

2  Not the preacher, nor the deacon, but it’s me, O God 
 standing in the need of prayer; 
 Not the preacher, nor the deacon, but it’s me, O God, 
 standing in the need of prayer. [[Refrain] 

3  Not my father, nor my mother, but it’s me, O God, 
 standing in the need of prayer; 
 Not my father, nor my mother, but it’s me, O God, 
 standing in the need of prayer. [Refrain] 

4  Not the stranger, nor my neighbor, but it's me, O God, 
 standing in the need of prayer; 
 Not the stranger, nor my neighbor, but it's me, O God, 
 standing in the need of prayer. [Refrain] 

 
*Benediction 
 

As you go from here into the week ahead,  
with whatever joys and challenges it holds,  
do not be discouraged or disheartened.  
God created you with great intention and care.  
Go from this place with the assurance of God’s love. 
Amen. 

 
Benediction Response 
 
*Postlude “Creator God We Sing”                                Rosas 
 
 



We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 
 

Copyright and licensing notifications 
Used with permission for reprinting and streaming/podcasting under 
ONE LICENSE #A-738843, CCLI Reprinting License #11204669  CCLI 
Streaming License #20261332, and CCS License #14247. All rights 
reserved. 
 
“Call to Worship,” by Katherine Hawker, 2006. Posted on Liturgies 
Outside. http://liturgyoutside.net/ 
“Dedication of the Offering,” by Joanna Harader, and posted on her 
Spacious Faith blog. http://spaciousfaith.com/ 
“Benediction,” https://voxveniae.com/2018/02/liturgy-reflection-and-
benediction-2018-02-18/ 
 
Community UCC strives to be a fully accessible congregation. If you 
need a large print order of worship or a hearing assistance device, 
please contact our usher.  
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