
  
 * Those able may stand 
Bold type indicates a unison response 
 
Welcome & Announcements                                 Rev. Lacey Brown  
Welcome to Community UCC! We’re so glad you’re with us this morning for worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time 
visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! CUCC is an inclusive faith community where 
everyone is welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about our ministries, please talk with one 
of the ushers or check out our website: www.communityucc.org                          
 
**Prelude “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands”                                                           Spiritual 
 
*Call to Worship                                       

 
One: If the human body is to live, it needs salt. 
Many: If the body of Christ is to live, it needs us! 
One: If the earthly creation, bustling and blooming, is to flourish, it needs the sun’s light. 
Many: If the new creation we are in Christ is to flourish, it needs the Spirit’s light! 
One: Jesus says we are salt of the earth, light of the world. 
Many: Our faith, our love, our hope — essential as salt and light. 
One: But if salt isn’t salty? It isn’t what it’s meant to be. 
Many: And if a light doesn’t shine? It isn’t what it’s meant to be. 
One: Jesus says we are salt of the earth, light of the world. Briny and bright, we are God’s faithful people. 
Many: We shall be who we are meant to be in Christ: a welcoming oasis, a compassionate 
community, a justice-making people, giving glory to God! 
 

*Hymn  NCH 277 “Holy Holy Holy”                         
 
Confession                  

 
When we allow darkness to overcome the light, forgive us, Lord. 
When we reduce to merely a social club, have mercy on us, God. 
When hardness of heart keeps us from seeing and hearing and touching the needs of others,  
let your grace consume us, O God. 
When the wars around us are of no concern,  
forgive us, Lord, and move us to compassion for those who suffer.  
When our caring is not extended to action,  
move us to seek justice for our neighbors and for the planet. 
We confess our sinfulness before you and before each other. 
Remove all barriers that divide us,  
and let there be no obstacle to our love for you and for one another.  
Amen. 
 

~ silent reflection ~ 
 
Assurance of God’s Love 

 
God has given us purpose. Following Jesus, we are light-bearers of love, compassion and justice. When 
we shine, the mystery of God’s love is revealed. Don’t hide away your gifts. Don’t get distracted from your 
calling. Be salt and light. You are a reflection of Divine Love. Amen. 
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*Passing the Peace            
The peace of Christ is with you all! 

And also with you. 
 
 
*Response “Amen!”                                                       Spiritual 
 
Children’s Message                                                                                  Michael Soboeiro 
Children (with or without their parent) are invited to come to the chancel steps.  After the Children’s Message, children 
may go to Sunday School or remain with their parent in worship.  The Children’s Message is included in the livestream 
and online worship video. 
 
Response                             J. Snowdon 
 

“May God’s sheltering wings, her gathering wings protect you. 
May God’s nurturing arms, her cradling arms sustain you, 
And hold you in her love, and hold you in her love.” 
 

First Reading - Isaiah 58 The Message                 Lea Sage 
       
“Shout! A full-throated shout! Hold nothing back—a trumpet-blast shout! Tell my people what’s wrong with their 
lives, face my family Jacob with their sins! They’re busy, busy, busy at worship, and love studying all about me. 
To all appearances they’re a nation of right-living people— law-abiding, God-honoring. They ask me, ‘What’s 
the right thing to do?’ and love having me on their side. But they also complain, ‘Why do we fast and you don’t 
look our way? 
 
“This is the kind of fast day I’m after: to break the chains of injustice, get rid of exploitation in the workplace, 
free the oppressed, cancel debts. What I’m interested in seeing you do is: sharing your food with the hungry, 
inviting the homeless poor into your homes, putting clothes on the shivering ill-clad, being available to your 
own families. Do this and the lights will turn on, and your lives will turn around at once. Your righteousness will 
pave your way. The God of glory will secure your passage. Then when you pray, God will answer. You’ll call 
out for help and I’ll say, ‘Here I am.’ “If you get rid of unfair practices, quit blaming victims, quit gossiping about 
other people’s sins, If you are generous with the hungry and start giving yourselves to the down-and-out, 
your lives will begin to glow in the darkness, your shadowed lives will be bathed in sunlight. 
 
 
Gospel Reading - Matthew 5: 13-16 The Message  
 
Jesus said, “Let me tell you why you are here. You’re here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the God-flavors 
of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will people taste godliness? You’ve lost your usefulness and will 
end up in the garbage. “Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be light, bringing out the God-colors in the 
world. God is not a secret to be kept. We’re going public with this, as public as a city on a hill. If I make you 
light-bearers, you don’t think I’m going to hide you under a bucket, do you? I’m putting you on a light stand. 
Now that I’ve put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! Keep an open house; be generous with your 
lives. By opening up to others, you’ll prompt people to open up with God.  
 

For the word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for the Word of God within us, 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon                                                           Rev. Lacey Brown 
 
*Hymn  NCH 181  “You Are Salt for the Earth, O People”                               
 
 
 
  



Invitation to Give              
          

• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword, to 919-888-4541 
General – give to CUCC’s general fund 
Pledge – give toward your pledge 

• You can give online at our website www.communityucc.org by simply clicking on Donate. 

• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address: 814 Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC  27607 

 
**Offertory “Deep River”                                                          Spiritual/Burleigh 
                                                                                               
*Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God for all that love has done, 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. 

  
*Dedication of the Offering           
                                         

Living God, we are so grateful for the leadership of extraordinary people who are  
shining light into the darkness of systemic injustice and transforming curses into blessings. 
Make us like that, God, so that our faith is not in our words but in our lives, 
not in what we say, but in what we do; 
passing on your love like the salt that blesses, 
like a city on a hill, like a lamp on a stand, help us to shine radiant and true. Amen 

 
*Hymn  NCH 330  “Let Us Break Bread Together”  
 
Celebration of Holy Communion 
At Community United Church of Christ, we practice an “open table,” meaning that you do not have to be a member 
of our church to participate. You don’t have to be baptized or have gone through a confirmation process. The only 
prerequisite is an open heart. All are welcome at Christ’s table. If you prefer to be served at your seat, please let a 
pastor know.  Communion distribution at the front is included in the livestream and online worship video.  
 
Invitation  
Words of Institution 
Sharing the bread and cup 
Prayer after receiving 
 
*Benediction 
 

As people who have been fed, go now to feed the world. 
As those who have been given hope, bring hope in place of despair. 
May God help us to do so. And always remember that we are never cut off from the Source. 
The Bread of Life, the True Vine is with us always. Amen.  

 
*Postlude “Over My Head I Hear Music in the Air”                                                                         Spiritual 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 
 

**Jim Finsterle, bassoon 
 

Copyright and licensing notifications 
Used with permission for reprinting and streaming/podcasting under ONE LICENSE #A-738843, CCLI Reprinting License 
#11204669  CCLI Streaming License #20261332, and CCS License #14247. All rights reserved. 
 
 
“Call to Worship,” written by by Caldwell United Methodist Church 
“Confession,” taken from The Pastor’s Workshop 
“Dedication of the Offering,” From Harvest Prayers, posted on the Christian Aid website, http://www.christianaid.org.uk.  
“Benediction,” written by Rev Gord, and posted on Worship Offerings. http://worshipofferings.blogspot.ca 

Community UCC strives to be a fully accessible congregation. If you need a large print order of worship or a hearing 
assistance device, please contact our usher.  
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