
  
 * Those able may stand 
 

Welcome & Announcements                   Rev. Lacey Brown 
Welcome to Community UCC! We’re so glad you’re with us this 
morning for worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, 
welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 
CUCC is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to 
come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about our 
ministries, please talk with one of the ushers or check out our website: 
www.communityucc.org                          
 
Prelude “Cleansing Fountain”                Early American, Mason/Betts 
                                                                              
Introit 
 
*Call to Worship                                        

 
One:  In this culture of more, more, more 

 God, make me less. 
Many: Less tidy and afraid, 

 Less polished and buttoned up, 
 Less prideful and judgmental. 

One:  Less worried about appearances, 
  Less busy and tired, 
  Less doubtful and ambivalent. 
Many: Turn down the volume of my expectations,  

 and let me hear the birds sing another lovely truth:  
 I am deeply loved and wholly loved. 
 God, remind me everyday I am part of the miracle of life. 
 I am beautiful and somehow delightful even as I am    

  unfinished. 
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*Hymn  NCH 31  “All Things Bright and Beautiful”     
 
Refrain: 
 All things bright and beautiful, 
 all creatures great and small, 
 All things wise and wonderful, 
 our dear God made them all. 

1  Each little flower that opens, 
 each little bird that sings, 
 God made their glowing colors, 
 and made their tiny wings. [Refrain] 

2  The purple-headed mountain, 
 the river running by, 
 The sunset, and the morning 
 that brightens up the sky. [Refrain] 

3  The cold wind in the winter, 
 the pleasant summer sun, 
 The ripe fruits in the garden, 
 God made them every one. [Refrain] 

                     
 
A Voice for Creation Justice          Phil Kavaler 
  
*Passing the Peace            

The peace of Christ is with you all! 
And also with you. 

 
*Response                               Taize 
 

My peace I leave you, my peace I give you: trouble not your hearts. 
My peace I leave you, my peace I give you: be not afraid.  

 
 
 
 
 



Children’s Message                                     Libby Hooker                                      
Children (with or without their parent) are invited to come to the 
chancel steps.  After the Children’s Message, children may go to 
Sunday School or remain with their parent in worship.  The Children’s 
Message is included in the livestream and online worship video. 
 
Response            Trad. blessing, Benin 
                                 
 May the God of peace and of all good, may the God of peace and 
 of all good 
 Be– always with you, Amen!  May God’s peace be with you, 
 Amen!     

Reading Exodus 17: 1-7  NRSV            Ken Jacobson 
       
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites 
journeyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at 
Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The people 
quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said 
to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 
But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained 
against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us 
and our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the 
Lord, “What shall I do with these people? They are almost ready to 
stone me.”  

The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of 
the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you 
struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the 
rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the 
people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He 
called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled 
and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 

For the word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for 
the Word of God within us, 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Anthem  As Water to the Thirsty                         Carter 
 



Sermon  Strike!                                                   Rev. Lacey Brown 
 
*Hymn  NCH 326  “Crashing Waters At Creation”                               
 
1.  Crashing waters at creation 
 ordered by the Spirit’s breath, 
 First to witness day’s beginning 
 from the brightness of night’s death. 
 
2.  Parting water stood and trembled 
 as the captives passed on through, 
 Washing off the chains of bondage 
 channel to life made new. 
 
3.  Cleansing water once at Jordan 
 closed around the One foretold, 
 Opened to reveal the glory 
 ever new and ever old. 
 
4.  Living water, never ending, 
 quench the thirst and flood the soul. 
 Well-spring, Source of life eternal, 
 Drench our dryness, make us whole. 
 
Prayers of the People             
Those on campus are invited to pray silently or speak out loud your 
prayers.  End your spoken prayer with, “God in your wisdom…” and 
the congregation will respond, “…hear our prayer.”  Those online may 
chat your prayer, and we will read aloud as many as we are able.  We 
will close with a pastoral prayer followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father/Mother in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 



 
Mission Moment One Great Hour of Sharing                      Jane Smith 
 
Invitation to Give             
           

• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword,  
to 919-888-4541 

General – give to CUCC’s general fund 
Pledge – give toward your pledge 
OGHS – give to assist those in crisis through One Great Hour 
of Sharing 

• You can give online at our website www.communityucc.org by 
simply clicking on Donate. 

• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address: 814 
Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC  27607 

 
Offertory “Water, River, Spirit, Grace”                              Troeger                                          
                soloist: Tim Jensen 
                                                                                                      
*Doxology   

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God for all that love has done, 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. 

 
*Dedication of the Offering           
                                         

God, use what tools, gifts, skills, and money we have to further your 
mission in the world. Bless us as we work together to bring about 
miracles. Increase our faith. Sustain our work. Hold us in the palm 
of your hand. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
*Hymn  NCH 459  “Come, O Fount of Every Blessing” 
 
1. Come, O Fount of every blessing, 
 tune my heart to sing your grace; 
 Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
 call for songs of endless praise. 
 Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
 sung by flaming tongues above. 
 Praise the mount; I’m fixed upon it, 
 Mount of God’s unfailing love. 
 
2. Here I pause in my sojourning, 
 giving thanks for having come,  
 come to trust, at every turning, 
 God will guide me safely home. 
 Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
 wandering from the fold of God, 
 Came to rescue me from danger, 
 blessed body, precious blood. 
 
3. O to grace how great a debtor 
 daily I am drawn a new! 
 Let that grace now, like a feter, 

bind my wandering heart to you. 
 Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 
 Seal it for your very own. 
 
*Benediction 
 

Friends, let us trust that God will provide. May the God who gave 
water to the thirsty people in the wilderness, pour out upon us the 
fullness of God’s blessings. Let us stand firm on the rock which 
cannot move. Let us be sustained by God’s love each and every 
day. Amen. 

 
Benediction Response 
 



*Postlude “In Water We Grow”          Schalk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Scan the QR Code and share your thoughts by completing 
the CUCC Visioning Survey! 
The survey will be open until Friday, March 31. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 
 

Communion table decoration for this Sunday is by Carol Kepler. 
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“Call to Worship,” By Kate Bowler and Jessica Richie from, The Lives We Actually Have, alt. 
 
Community UCC strives to be a fully accessible congregation. If you need a large print order of worship or a hearing assistance device, 
please contact our usher.  
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