
  

 * Those able may stand 
 
Welcome & Announcements                       Rev. Lacey Brown 
Welcome to Community UCC! We’re so glad you’re with us this 
morning for worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, 
welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 
CUCC is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to 
come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about our 
ministries, please talk with one of the ushers or check out our website: 
www.communityucc.org                          
 
Prelude “Were You There”      Spiritual, Isaac/Stewart 
                                                                              
Introit 
 
*Call to Worship                                        

 
One:  The Spirit of God has brought us here.  
  The Lord has set us down here, though our bones are tired.  
  Can these dry bones live? 
  Is there hope for a weary soul? 
Many: The Breath of God will revive us!   

 The Word of God will awaken us! 
 Arise and lift your hearts 
 Arise and lift your eyes 
 Arise and lift your voices. 
 God’s Spirit is about to do a new thing. 

One:  The living God, enduring Word, moving Spirit  
 has called us together - 
 in witness 
 in worship 
 in celebration 
 in struggle. 
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Many: Let us reach out toward each other as our God reaches out  
  toward us!  

 Today, we come together to wonder about the possibilities. 
 Let us give thanks to the wild, enliving Spirit of God! 

 
*Hymn NCH 42  “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”     
 
1 O for a thousand tongues to sing 
 my great Redeemer's praise, 
 The glories ever echoing 
 the triumphs of God's grace! 

2 My gracious Savior and my God, 
 assist me to proclaim, 
 To spread through all the earth abroad 
 the honors of your name. 

3 Jesus! the name that calms our fears, 
 that bids our sorrows cease 
 Is music in the sinner's ears, 
 is life, and health, and peace! 

4 Glory to God, and love and praise 
 be ever, ever given 
 By all the saints in every age, 
 the church in earth and heaven.                   

A Voice for Creation Justice             Merrilee Jacobson 
  
*Passing the Peace            

The peace of Christ is with you all! 
And also with you. 

 
*Response                                             Taize 
 

My peace I leave you, my peace I give you: trouble not your hearts. 
My peace I leave you, my peace I give you: be not afraid.  

 
 
 



Children’s Message                                     Ryan Wagers                                      
Children (with or without their parent) are invited to come to the 
chancel steps.  After the Children’s Message, children may go to 
Sunday School or remain with their parent in worship.  The Children’s 
Message is included in the livestream and online worship video. 
 
Response                   Trad. blessing, Benin 
                                 
 May the God of peace and of all good, may the God of peace and 
 of all good 
 Be– always with you, Amen!  May God’s peace be with you, 
 Amen!     
 
Reading Ezekiel 37: 1-14  NRSV            Megan Fackler 
       
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and God brought me out by the 
spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full 
of bones. God led me all around them; there were very many lying in 
the valley, and they were very dry. God said to me, “Mortal, can these 
bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then God said to 
me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the 
word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause 
breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will 
cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath 
in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.” So I 
prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly 
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its 
bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come 
upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 
them.  
 
Then God said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and 
say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, 
O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I 
prophesied as God commanded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 
Then God said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are 



cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says 
the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from 
your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of 
Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your 
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my 
spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own 
soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act.” 

 
For the word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for 

the Word of God within us, 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthem For the Beauty of the Earth                         Rutter 
 
Sermon                                                                Rev. Lacey Brown 
 
*Hymn  NCH 292  “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”                               
 
1 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
 fill me with life anew 
 That I may love the way you love, 
 and do what you would do. 

2 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
 until my heart is pure, 
 Until with you I will one will, 
 to do and to endure. 

3 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
 stir in me one desire: 
 That every earthly part of me 
 may glow with holy fire. 

4 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
 so shall I never die, 
 But live with you the perfect life 
 of your eternity. 

 
 



Prayers of the People             
Those on campus are invited to pray silently or speak out loud your 
prayers.  End your spoken prayer with, “God in your wisdom…” and 
the congregation will respond, “…hear our prayer.”  Those online may 
chat your prayer, and we will read aloud as many as we are able.  We 
will close with a pastoral prayer followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father/Mother in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Mission Moment Forest Bathing                               Mac Hulslander 
 
Invitation to Give             
           

• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword, to 919-888-
4541 

General – give to CUCC’s general fund 
Pledge – give toward your pledge 

• You can give online at our website www.communityucc.org by 
simply clicking on Donate. 

• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address: 814 
Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC  27607 

 
Offertory “Wounded For Me”                               Whitman/Stewart/Ovens                                         
                                                                                                                   
*Doxology   

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God for all that love has done, 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. 



*Dedication of the Offering           
                                         

We have the means to give, 
we have the reason to give, 
and there are many waiting for us to give. 
Yet often, our hands hold back, 
and we hoard what we have for ourselves. 
God of grace, help us live and give in your kingdom of love, 
where there are no enemies, 
only friends and neighbors, 
and kindness is the air we breathe. Amen. 

 
*Hymn  NCH 238  “Now the Green Blade Rises” 
 
1. Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,   

Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;   
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:   
Love is come again like wheat that rises green.  
  

2. In the grave they laid their Love whom hate had slain   
Thinking that their Love would never wake again,   
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:   
Love is come again like wheat that rises green.  
  

3. Christ came forth at Easter, like the risen grain,   
Jesus, who for three days in the grave had lain;   
Quick from the dead the risen One is seen:   
love is come again like wheat that rises green.  
  

4. When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,   
Christ’s warm touch can call us back to life again,   
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:   
Love is come again like wheat that rises green.  
 

 
 
 
 



*Benediction 
 

Restoration, renewal, reconciliation, and resurrection - this is the 
work of God! 
Go from this place inspired to live differently.  
Live with hope. Live with joy. Live with the possibility of new life.  
Amen. 

 
Benediction Response 
 
*Postlude “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days”                             
                 Day’s Psalter, 1562 
                                        
 
 
 
 

 

 
Scan the QR Code and share your thoughts by completing 
the CUCC Visioning Survey! 
The survey will be open until Friday, March 31. 

 
 
 
 
 

We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 
 

Instrumentalists:  Merrilee Jacobson, violin; Anita Sawhney, piano; Mike Stewart, violin 
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“Call to Worship,” by Elizabeth Rice. Posted on the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand website 
“Dedication of the Offering,” by Carol Penner 
 
Community UCC strives to be a fully accessible congregation. If you need a large print order of worship or a hearing assistance device, 
please contact our usher.  
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