
  

Bold type indicates a unison response 
 
Welcome & Announcements                             Rev. Lacey Brown 
Welcome to Community UCC! We’re so glad you’re with us this morning for worship and fellowship. If 
you’re a first-time visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 
CUCC is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you 
would like to learn more about our ministries, please talk with one of the ushers or check out our 
website: www.communityucc.org                          
 
Prelude “O Sacred Head Now Wounded”                       Hassler/Bach/Stewart/Kirschman 
                                                                              
Introit   
 
Call to Worship                                        

 
One:  Make a joyful expression to God! Shout loud your praise!  
Many:  (The congregation shouts.) 
One:  Make a joyful expression to God! Dance because your heart is happy! 
Many:  (The congregation dances and moves.) 
One:  Make a joyful expression to God! Clap loudly. Let the heavens hear you! 
Many: (The congregation claps.) 
One:  Make a joyful expression to God! Sing high notes and sweet melodies to our Creator! 
Many:  (The congregation sings.) 
One:  We express ourselves in different ways but all of it is pleasing to God.  

 Let us worship God and celebrate friendship.  
 

Welcome Statement                                               Rev. Śānti Matthews   
 

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 
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Hymn  “Let Us Build a House” (All Are Welcome)                         
 
1.   Let us build a house where love can dwell  
 And all can safely live,  
 A place where saints and children tell  
 How hearts learn to forgive.  
 Built of hopes and dreams and visions,  
 Rock of faith and vault of grace;  
 Here the love of Christ shall end divisions;  
 All are welcome, All are welcome,  
 All are welcome in this place.  
 
2.  Let us build a house where prophets speak,  
 And words are strong and true,  
 Where all God's children dare to seek  
 To dream God's reign anew.  
 Here the cross shall stand as witness  
 And a symbol of God's grace;  
 Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  
 All are welcome, All are welcome,  
 All are welcome in this place.  
 
3.   Let us build a house where love is found  
 In water, wine and wheat:  
 A banquet hall on holy ground,  
 Where peace and justice meet.  
 Here the love of God, through Jesus,  
 Is revealed in time and space;  
 As we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  
 All are welcome, all are welcome,  
 All are welcome in this place.  
 
4.  Let us build a house where hands will reach  
 beyond the wood and stone  
 to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,  
 and live the Word they’ve known.  
 Here the outcast and the stranger  
 bear the image of God’s face;  
 let us bring an end to fear and danger.  
 All are welcome, all are welcome,  
 all are welcome in this place.  
 
5.  Let us build a house where all are named,  
 their songs and visions heard  
 and loved and treasured, taught and claimed  
 as words within the Word.  
 Built of tears and cries and laughter,  
 prayers of faith and songs of grace,  
 let this house proclaim from floor to rafter.  
 All are welcome, all are welcome,  
 all are welcome in this place.  
 
 



A Voice for Creation Justice           Beth Allison-Moon 
 
Passing the Peace            

The peace of Christ is with you all! 
And also with you. 

 
Response “Amen!”                                       
 
Children’s Message                                                                           Bill Bryan                                      
Children (with or without their parent) are invited to come to the chancel steps.  After the Children’s 
Message, children may go to Sunday School or remain with their parent in worship.  The Children’s 
Message is included in the livestream and online worship video. 
 
Response                             Trad. blessing, Benin 
                                 
 May the God of peace and of all good, may the God of peace and of all good 
 Be– always with you, Amen!  May God’s peace be with you, Amen!     

Reading John 9: 1-41  NRSV                                 
     
As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, 
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of 
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I 
am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the 
saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which 
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who 
had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some 
were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the 
man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called 
Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and 
washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day 
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how 
he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I 
see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the 
sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were 
divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the 
parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say 
was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our 
son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know 
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this 
because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents 
said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory 
to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. 



One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to 
you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would 
not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then 
they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God 
has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man 
answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he 
opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who 
worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone 
opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 
They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they 
drove him out. 

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in 
the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus 
said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” 
And he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not 
see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard 
this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, 
you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 

For the word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for the Word of God within us, 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Musical Offering “The Temptations” from the Iona Community     
                 
Sermon                            Tatum Tricarico, Duke Divinity Student and L’Arche NC Intern 
 
Hymn  “Amazing Grace”  TNBH, alt.            
                
1. Amazing grace how sweet the sound 

That saved a soul like me  
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Confined, but now I’m free 
 

2. ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed! 
 

3. Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 
‘Tis grace that brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 
 

4. When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Then when we’d first begun. 

 
 
 
 



Prayers of the People             
You are invited to pray silently or share out loud your prayers. End your shared prayers with, “God in 
your wisdom…or in your own unique way” and the congregation will respond, “...hear our prayers.” 
We will close with a pastoral prayer followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father/Mother in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Give              
          

• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword, to 919-888-4541 
General – give to CUCC’s general fund 
Pledge – give toward your pledge 
OGHS – give to assist those in crisis through One Great Hour of Sharing 

• You can give online at our website www.communityucc.org by simply clicking on Donate. 

• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address: 814 Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC  27607 

 
Offertory “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”                Mason/Whitman/Stewart
                                                                                                    
Doxology   

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God for all that love has done, 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. 

 
Dedication of the Offering           
                                         

We long for the time when the meek shall inherit the earth 
and all who hunger and thirst after justice shall be satisfied, 
and we believe that, despite the persistence of evil, 
now is always the time when more good can be done and we can make a difference. 
May it be so, through the offering of these gifts and the offering of our lives. Amen. 

 
 
  



Hymn  “Draw the Circle Wide” 
 

Refrain:   
Draw the circle wide.  Draw it wider still. 
Let this be our song,  no one stands alone, 
Standing side by side, draw the circle wide. 
 
1. God the stillpoint of the circle, round whom all creation turns;  
Nothing lost, but held forever, in God’s gracious arms. 
 
Refrain 
 
2. Let our hearts touch far horizons, so encompass great and small; 
Let our loving know no borders, faithful to God’s call. 
 
Refrain 
 
3. Let the dreams we dream be larger, than we’ve ever dreamed before; 
Let the dream of Christ be in us, open every door. 
 
Refrain 

 
 

Benediction 
 

Go now in peace, 
Go now in courage, 
Go now in joy and thanksgiving, 
Go now to serve others and make friends, 
Go now to share the good news of God’s love. 

 
Benediction Response 
 
Postlude “The Glory of These Forty Days”                                            German/Bach 
                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Scan the QR Code and share your thoughts by completing the CUCC Visioning 
Survey! 
The survey will be open until Friday, March 31. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 
 

Jim Finsterle, bassoon;  Mike Stewart, violin 
Vocalists:  Tim Jensen, Julia Robertson, Mike Schafale 

 
Communion table decoration for this Sunday is by Kathy Widenhouse. 

 
 

Copyright and licensing notifications 
Used with permission for reprinting and streaming/podcasting under ONE LICENSE #A-738843, 
CCLI Reprinting License #11204669  CCLI Streaming License #20261332, and CCS License 
#14247. All rights reserved. 
 
“Dedication of the Offering,” Prayer for Justice and Peace, the Iona Community 
 
Community UCC strives to be a fully accessible congregation. If you need a large print order of 
worship or a hearing assistance device, please contact our usher.  
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