
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome & Announcements                              Rev. Śānti Matthews   
Welcome to worship at Community UCC! All are invited to join us for 
coffee and fellowship after the worship service. We are an open and 
affirming congregation, which means we welcome the LGBTQ 
community with full inclusion. We are an intergenerational community. 
Children are welcome in worship, and nursery care along with 
children’s and youth’s Sunday School are offered in separate 
classrooms. We are also mindful of different abilities and strive to be 
accessible to everyone, whether it’s a physical disability, an 
intellectual disability, or a hidden disability. We have hearing 
assistance and large-print bulletins available. You can find lots of 
helpful information about the church at communityucc.org. 
                                          
Prelude  All Creatures of Our God and King                    
                                                   
*Call to Worship                                  

 
One:  God, sometimes we feel small. 
All:  Small in faith. Small in courage. Small in hope. 
One:  Sometimes we wonder: “What difference could one little  
  person make?” But God says: Watch what I can do with   
  something small. (I invite you to slowly rise in body and   
  spirit.) 
  Grow in us, God. 
All:  Grow your love in us. 
One:  Help us make room for others. 
All:  May our lives become places of welcome and shelter. 
One:  Look around. What began as a tiny seed… 
All:  …has become a garden. 
One:  Let us worship the God who takes small things… 
All:  and grows them into something strong and beautiful. Amen. 
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*Hymn  God of Great and God of Small – bulletin insert 
 
1 God of great and God of small,  
 God of one and God of all, 
 God of weak and God of strong,  
 God to whom all things belong 
 alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 
 
2 God of land and sky and sea,  
 God of life and destiny, 
 God of never ending power, 
 yet beside me every hour, 
 alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 
 
3 God of silence, God of sound, 

God by whom the lost are found, 
God of day and darkest night,  
God whose love turns wrong to right, 

 alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 
 
4 God of heaven and God of earth, 
 God of death and God of birth, 
 God of now and days before, 
 God who reigns for ever more, 
 alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 
 
*Passing the Peace            
                   

One: The peace of Christ is with you all!   
Many: And also with you. 

 
*Response  
 

This little light of mine, 
I'm gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, 
I'm gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, 



I'm gonna let it shine. 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
Ev'rywhere I go, 
I'm gonna let it shine. 
Ev'rywhere I go, 
I'm gonna let it shine. 
Ev'rywhere I go, 
I'm gonna let it shine, 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
Jesus gave it to me, 
I'm gonna let it shine. 
Jesus gave it to me, 
I'm gonna let it shine. 
Jesus gave it to me, 
I'm gonna let it shine. 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 
 
The Parable of the Mustard Seed                   Elizabeth Slate 
 
Mark 4:30-32 
Jesus said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what 
parable will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown 
upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, yet when it 
is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs and puts 
forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its 
shade.”  
 
Matthew 13:31-32      
Jesus put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is 
like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;  it is the 
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of 
shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make 
nests in its branches.” 
 
Luke 13:18-19 
He said therefore, “What is the kingdom of God like? And to what 
should I compare it? It is like a mustard seed that someone took and 



sowed in the garden; it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the 
air made nests in its branches.”  
 

For the Word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for 
the Word of God within us, 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Children’s Message                                                         Mike Soboeiro   
Children (with or without their parents) are invited to come to the 
chancel steps. After the Children’s Message, children may go to 
Sunday School or remain with their parents in worship.  Only the audio 
of the Children’s Message is included in the livestream and archived 
worship video.    
 
Response 
 

May God’s sheltering wings, her gathering wings protect you. 
May God’s nurturing arms, her cradling arms sustain you, 
and hold you in her love, and hold you in her love.  

 
Sermon              Rev. Śānti Matthews   
 
*Hymn  Over My Head – The New Century Hymnal #514 
 
1  Over my head I hear music in the air. 
 Over my head I hear music in the air. 
 Over my head I hear music in the air; 
 there must be a God somewhere. 

2  Over my head I hear singing in the air. 
 Over my head I hear singing in the air. 
 Over my head I hear singing in the air; 
 there must be a God somewhere. 

3  Over my head I see trouble in the air. 
 Over my head I see trouble in the air. 
 Over my head I see trouble in the air; 
 there must be a God somewhere. 



4  Over my head I see Jesus in the air. 
 Over my head I see Jesus in the air. 
 Over my head I see Jesus in the air; 
 there must be a God somewhere. 

Prayers of the People                                                                                                     
You are invited to pray silently or say your prayers out loud. If you are 
online, you may chat your prayer in the Chat Box.  You may wish to 
begin prayers today with “Why…,” “Where…,” or “How long…” End 
your spoken prayers with, “God in your wisdom…” The congregation 
will respond, “...hear our prayer.” We will close with a pastoral prayer 
followed by a translation of the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father/Mother in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom, 
and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen 

 
Anthem  Holy Spirit, You’re Like the Wind, Wei-fan Wang  
 
Invitation to Give            
   
 
 
 
 
 



 

• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword, to 
919-888-4541 

  General - give to CUCC's general fund 
  Pledge - give toward your pledge 
• You can give online by scanning the QR code.  
• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address: 

814 Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC 27607 

 
Offertory  The Wind Beneath My Wings 
          
*Doxology  
                     

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God all creatures here below,    
Praise God for all that love has done 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One 

 
*Dedication of the Offering                        

 
God, you remind us that your kingdom can begin with a little 
generosity and can become something much larger than any one of 
us could create alone. So today we offer our gifts trusting that you 
will grow them into your abundant love for the world. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Hymn  Light Dawns on a Weary World – bulletin insert 
 

1. Light dawns on a weary world 
When eyes begin to see all peoples dignity. 
Light dawns on a weary world: 
The promised day of justice comes. 

 
Refrain 
 The trees shall clap their hands; 
 the dry lands, gush with springs; 
 the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing! 
 We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace, 
 as all the world in wonder echoes sha – lom.  
 

2. Love grows in a weary world 
when hungry hearts find bread 
and children’s dreams are fed.  
Love grows in a weary world: 
The promised feast of plenty comes. 

Refrain 
 
3. Hope blooms in a weary world 
 when creatures, once forlorn, 
 find wilderness reborn. 
 Hope blooms in a weary world: 
 the promised green of Eden comes.  
 
Refrain 

 
*Benediction                               

 
As you go from this sacred place, may you feel the expansive 
branches of this community over your head, its deep rootedness 
under your feet, the strength of this worshipping body in your heart, 
and the connectedness to the Divine in your soul.  
 



*Postlude Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 
 
 
 

 
We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 

 
Copyright and licensing notifications 
Used with permission for reprinting and streaming/podcasting under ONE LICENSE 
#A-738843, CCLI Reprinting License #11204669  CCLI Streaming License #20261332, 
and CCS License #14247. All rights reserved.  
 
Community UCC strives to be a fully accessible congregation. If you need a large print 
order of worship or a hearing assistance device, please contact our usher.  
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