Community United Church of Christ
August 16, 2026
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

* Those able may stand; Bold type indicates a unison response

Welcome & Announcements Rev. Dr. Lacey Brown
Welcome to worship at Community UCC! All are invited to join us for coffee and fellowship after the worship service. We
are an open and affirming congregation, which means we welcome the LGBTQ community with full inclusion. We are an
intergenerational community. Children are welcome in worship, and nursery care along with children’s and youth’s Sunday
School are offered in separate classrooms. We are also mindful of different abilities and strive to be accessible to
everyone, whether it's a physical disability, an intellectual disability, or a hidden disability. We have hearing assistance
and large-print bulletins available. You can find lots of helpful information about the church at communityucc.org.

Prelude Summer Duo No. 1, Michel Allard Cynthia Nosow, violin
Robert Nosow, cello

*Call to Worship Rev. Santi Matthews

ONE: People of God, come, let us acknowledge God as Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last.
Let us gather to praise the Fountain of Living Waters who quenches our deepest thirst for love.

MANY: God is the Ancient of Days whose mercies are new every morning.

God is a Strong Tower and a refuge in times of trouble.

ONE: We marvel at the Divine Potter who molds us and the Refiner’s Fire that purifies us.
We listen for the blessings in the still small voice, the whispers of God.

MANY: Jesus is the True Vine, feeding us so we may bear good fruit in the world.
Jesus is also the Living Bread who sustains us through the wilderness.

We will not be afraid.

ONE: Jesus is the Good Shepherd. He searches and searches and celebrates when we are found.
Jesus guides us through the valley of the shadow of death, serving as the Cornerstone that
holds our lives and our faith together.

MANY: We are here to experience that which cannot be described in words.

Let us open ourselves to the truth of love and the wide welcome of Grace upon Grace.

*Hymn Holy, Holy, Holy — The New Century Hymnal #277
*Passing the Peace

One: The peace of Christ is with you all!
Many: And also with you.

*Response

God welcomes all, strangers and friends,
God'’s love is strong, and it never ends (x2)

Reading Luke 15:1-10 Common English Bible Pat Hasbrouck

All the tax collectors and sinners were gathering around Jesus to listen to him. The Pharisees and legal
experts were grumbling, saying, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose someone among you had one hundred sheep and lost one of them.
Wouldn'’t he leave the other ninety-nine in the pasture and search for the lost one until he finds it? And when
he finds it, he is thrilled and places it on his shoulders. When he arrives home, he calls together his friends and
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Celebrate with me because I've found my lost sheep.’ In the same way, | tell you,
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who changes both heart and life than over ninety-nine
righteous people who have no need to change their hearts and lives.



“Or what woman, if she owns ten silver coins and loses one of them, won't light a lamp and sweep the house,
searching her home carefully until she finds it? When she finds it, she calls together her friends and neighbors,
saying, ‘Celebrate with me because I've found my lost coin.” In the same way, | tell you, joy breaks out in the
presence of God’s angels over one sinner who changes both heart and life.”

For the Word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for the Word of God within us,
Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message Rev. Dr. Lacey Brown
Children (with or without their parents) are invited to come to the chancel steps. After the Children’s Message, children
may go to Sunday School or remain with their parents in worship. Only the audio of the Children’s Message is included in
the livestream and archived worship video.

Sermon Rev. Dr. Lacey Brown
*Hymn My Shepherd is the Living God — The New Bluegrass Hymnal

Prayers of the People

You are invited to pray silently or say your prayers out loud. If you are online, you may chat your prayer in the Chat

Box. End your spoken prayers with, “God in your wisdom...” The congregation will respond, “...hear our prayer.” We will
close with a pastoral prayer followed by a translation of the Lord’s Prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father/Mother in heaven,
hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For yours is the kingdom,

and the power,

and the glory forever. Amen

Invitation to Give

e Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword, to 919-888-4541
General - give to CUCC's general fund
Pledge - give toward your pledge

e You can give online by scanning the QR code.

e Or you can always mail a check to our physical address: 814 Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC 27607

Offertory Jesus, Our Shepherd, Gently You Lead Us, Trad. tune, text by Holmes
*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One



*Dedication of the Offering

God, you are our careful caretaker. Receive these gifts. We dedicate them to your loving-justice
work. Multiply them to bring your healing light to the world. Amen

*Hymn Amazing Grace, alt.

Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a soul like me

| once was lost, but now I'm found
was bound, but now I'm free

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;

How precious did that grace appear

The hour I first believed!

Through many dangers, toils and snares,
| have already come;

‘Tis grace that brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.

When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Then when we’d first begun.

*Benediction

As we leave this sacred space, remember God pursues ALL OF US with relentless love. When one of us
is lost, lonely, or wandering without purpose, the Holy One leaves the ninety-nine and searches high and
low until everyone is gathered in. You are precious in God’s sight. You are valued. You are never left
behind. Amen

*Postlude Bach Two-Part Invention No. 8 in F Cynthia Nosow, violin
Robert Nosow, cello

We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy.

Copyright and licensing notifications
Used with permission for reprinting and streaming/podcasting under ONE LICENSE #A-738843, CCLI Reprinting License
#11204669 CCLI Streaming License #20261332, and CCS License #14247. All rights reserved.

Community UCC strives to be a fully accessible congregation. If you need a large print order of worship or a hearing
assistance device, please contact our usher.

CUCC STAFF
Senior Pastor: Lacey Brown lacey.cucc@gmail.com
Associate Pastor: Santi Matthews education.cucc@gmail.com
Communications Manager: Jeff Cole office.cucc@gmail.com @ LCJ)[E”}‘I}E—{%lgT_{URCH
Children’s Ministry: Anne Bailey Zschau children.cucc@gmail.com * 2 just world for al

Choir Director: Anne Moorman-Smith sing.cucc@gmail.com
Pianist/Organist: Terrell Hooper music.cucc@gmail.com
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TRINITY SUNDAY
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277 Holy, Holy, Holy
Rev. 4:8-11; Isa. 6:1-8 Reginald Heber, 1826; alt.
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My Shepherd Is the Living God

Words: Thomas Sternhold, 1549
and Isaac Waztts, 1719, alt.

Music: Southern Harmony, 1835

Arr. Luke Chohany
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ways, and lead me for your mer-cy's sake in paths of truth and grace.
spread; My cup with bless-ings o - ver-flows, your oil a-noints my head.
g0; No more a stran-ger or a guest, but like a child at home.

Tune: RESIGNATION
C.M.D.



