
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome & Announcements                       Rev. Śānti Matthews  
Welcome to worship at Community UCC! All are invited to join us for 
coffee and fellowship after the worship service. We are an open and 
affirming congregation, which means we welcome the LGBTQ 
community with full inclusion. We are an intergenerational community. 
Children are welcome in worship, and nursery care along with 
children’s and youth’s Sunday School are offered in separate 
classrooms. We are also mindful of different abilities and strive to be 
accessible to everyone, whether it’s a physical disability, an 
intellectual disability, or a hidden disability. We have hearing 
assistance and large-print bulletins available. You can find lots of 
helpful information about the church at communityucc.org. 
                                          
Prelude  Prelude Op. 53: No. 3 in G Major, N. Kapustin   
                                                               
*Call to Worship                   Rev. Śānti Matthews                           

 
One:  In the midst of your striving, your labor, your    
  responsibilities, your hustle, 
Many:  Hear the invitation, “Come to the feast” 
One:  Come eat and drink. Come, rest and rejoice. 
Many:  Come dance in the presence of the Generous Host. 
One:  Listen 
Many:  Listen 
All:   Grace is calling. Come the Feast Awaits. 
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*Hymn  Softly, Tenderly, Jesus is Calling – bulletin insert 
 
1  Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
 calling for you and for me. 
 See, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 
 watching for you and for me. 

Refrain: 
“Come home, come home! 
You who are weary, come home.” 
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, “O sinner, come home!” 

2  Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
 pleading for you and for me? 
 Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
 mercies for you and for me? [Refrain] 

3  O for the wonderful love he has promised, 
 promised for you and for me! 
 Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 
 pardon for you and for me. [Refrain] 
 
Prayers of the People                                                                                                     

You are invited to pray silently or say your prayers out loud. If you are 
online, you may chat your prayer in the Chat Box.  You may wish to 
begin prayers today with “Why…,” “Where…,” or “How long…” End 
your spoken prayers with, “God in your wisdom…” The congregation 
will respond, “...hear our prayer.” We will close with a pastoral prayer 
followed by a translation of the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Lord’s Prayer (For Our Times)  
 
Our Creator, 
who is within and around us, 
holy are your names. 
Your Kin-dom come, 
Your love be embodied 
now and in the future. 
Move us to mobilize our privileges 
so that on your behalf we might provide sustenance and care to 
others  
as we receive sustenance and care from you through one another. 
Soften our hearts to forgive, 
and soften our egos to accept correction 
as you forgave and corrected for justice. 
Let us not be distracted by greed or isolation, 
and deliver us from the allure of capitalist comfort. 
For Yours is a Kin-dom of care, 
the empowerment of the marginalized, 
and the humble glory of grace. 
Amen 

 
Matthew 11:27-28  NRSV                                          Bayard Alcorn 
 
Jesus said, All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and 
no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father 
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal 
him.  “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 
John 2:1-10     NRSV 
 
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the 
mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been 
invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus 
said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
what concern is that to me and to you? My hour has not yet come.” 
His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” Now 



standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of 
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, 
“Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. He said 
to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the person in charge of 
the banquet.” So they took it. When the person in charge tasted the 
water that had become wine and did not know where it came from 
(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), that person 
called the bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone serves the good 
wine first and then the inferior wine after the guests have become 
drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 
 

For the Word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for 
the Word of God within us, 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Children’s Message                                                        Megan Fackler   
Children (with or without their parents) are invited to come to the 
chancel steps. After the Children’s Message, children may go to 
Sunday School or remain with their parents in worship.  Only the audio 
of the Children’s Message is included in the livestream and archived 
worship video.    
 
Response 
 

May God’s sheltering wings, her gathering wings protect you. 
May God’s nurturing arms, her cradling arms sustain you, 
and hold you in her love, and hold you in her love.  

 
Sermon  Labors of Love      Rev. Dr. Bonnie Bates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Hymn  Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken – insert  
 
Loaves were broken, words were spoken by the Galilean shore. 
Jesus, Bread of Life from heaven, was their food forevermore. 
 
By your body broken for us, by your wine of life outpoured, 
Jesus, feed again your people. Be our Host, our Life, our Lord. 
 
Loaves were broken, words were spoken in a quiet room one night. 
In the bread and wine you gave them, Christ, you came as Light from 
Light. 
By your body broken for us, by your wine of life outpoured, 
Jesus, feed again your people. Be our Host, our Life, our Lord. 
 
Loaves are broken, words are spoken, as in faith we gather here. 
Jesus speaks across the ages: “I am with you; do not fear!” 
 
By your body broken for us, by your wine of life outpoured, 
Jesus, feed again your people. Be our Host, our Life, our Lord. 
 
By the loaves you break and give us, 
send us in your name to share bread for which  
the millions hunger, words that tell your love and care. 
 
By your body broken for us, by your wine of life outpoured, 
Jesus, feed again your people. Be our Host, our Life, our Lord 
 
 
Holy Communion                          
At Community United Church of Christ, we practice an “open table,” 
meaning that you do not have to be a member of our church to 
participate. You don’t have to be baptized or have gone through a 
confirmation process. The only prerequisite is an open heart. All are 
welcome at Christ’s table. If you prefer to be served at your seat, 
please let a pastor know. Communion distribution at the front is 
included in the livestream and online worship video. 
 
 
 



Invitation to Give            
   

 

• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword, to 
919-888-4541 

  General - give to CUCC's general fund 
  Pledge - give toward your pledge 
• You can give online by scanning the QR code.  
• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address: 

814 Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC 27607 

 
 
Offertory  Lead Me, Lord arr. J. Leavitt 
          
*Doxology  
                     

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God all creatures here below,    
Praise God for all that love has done 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One 

 
*Dedication of the Offering                        

 
God, take our collective finances and use them to create something 
far greater than we could make alone.  
Take what we offer, bless it, and pour it out generously into the 
world. Amen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Hymn  Lord, You Give the Great Commission – bulletin insert 
 
1  Lord, you give the great commission: 
 “Heal the sick and preach the word.” 
 Lest the church neglect its mission, 
 and the gospel go unheard, 
 help us witness to your purpose 
 with renewed integrity: 
 with the Spirit’s gifts empower us 
 for the work of ministry. 

2  Lord, you call us to your service: 
 “In my name baptize and teach.” 
 That the world may trust your promise, 
 life abundant meant for each, 
 give us all new fervor, draw us 
 closer in community: 
 with the Spirit’s gifts empower us 
 for the work of ministry. 

3  Lord, you make the common holy: 
 “This, my body; this, my blood.” 
 Let us all, for earth’s true glory, 
 daily lift life heavenward, 
 asking that the world around us 
 share your children’s liberty: 
 with the Spirit’s gifts empower us 
 for the work of ministry. 

4  Lord, you show us love’s true measure: 
 “Father, what they do, forgive.” 
 Yet we hoard as private treasure 
 all that you so freely give. 
 May your care and mercy lead us 
 to a just society: 
 with the Spirit’s gifts empower us 
 for the work of ministry. 

5  Lord, you bless with words assuring: 
 “I am with you to the end.” 



 Faith and hope and love restoring, 
 may we serve as you intend, 
 and, amid the cares that claim us, 
 hold in mind eternity: 
 with the Spirit’s gifts empower us 
 for the work of ministry. 

*Benediction  inspired by Thessalonians 3:11-13                              
 
May the God who journeys with us guide you on your way. 
May your love for one another, and for your neighbors in need, 
continue to grow and overflow. 
And may that love strengthen your hearts, deepen your 
compassion, and shape your lives in holiness and grace. 
Go now in the love of God, the Way of Jesus, and the 
companionship of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 

 
*Postlude Nine to Five, Parton 
 
 

 
We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 

 
“Call to Worship,” written by Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia 
“The Lord’s Prayer (For Our Times),” Written by Rev. Dr. J.J. Warren & Kasperi Kimura. © Young 
Prophets Collective, 2024 
 
Copyright and licensing notifications 
Used with permission for reprinting and streaming/podcasting under ONE LICENSE #A-738843, 
CCLI Reprinting License #11204669  CCLI Streaming License #20261332, and CCS License 
#14247. All rights reserved.  
 
Community UCC strives to be a fully accessible congregation. If you need a large print order of 
worship or a hearing assistance device, please contact our usher.  
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