
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome & Announcements                     Rev. Dr. Lacey Brown 
Welcome to worship at Community UCC! All are invited to join us for 
coffee and fellowship after the worship service. We are an open and 
affirming congregation, which means we welcome the LGBTQ 
community with full inclusion. We are an intergenerational community. 
Children are welcome in worship, and nursery care along with 
children’s and youth’s Sunday School are offered in separate 
classrooms. We are also mindful of different abilities and strive to be 
accessible to everyone, whether it’s a physical disability, an 
intellectual disability, or a hidden disability. We have hearing 
assistance and large-print bulletins available. You can find lots of 
helpful information about the church at communityucc.org. 
                                          
Prelude  Cornerstone, arr. Hayes                 
                                                   
*Call to Worship                                                  

 
One:  Welcome, all of you! The Holy Spirit is with us today, actively 
  building up the beloved community through our worship and  
  fellowship. Jesus Christ is the cornerstone that connects us  
  all together. 
  Though our backgrounds, talents, questions, and aspirations 
  vary, we stand united as one body in Christ. 
  Even when we disagree, we are bound together by love. All  
  people, every age, every race, every gender expression,   
  every language, every political affiliation, every person is  
  worthy of love. Everyone is part of God’s household. Rather  
  than striving for uniformity, we cultivate space for genuine  
  acceptance and belonging. 
 
Many: May we open our hearts to each other, actively listening,  
  uplifting, stretching, honoring, and caring for one another’s  
  needs. As we welcome a new fall season, purposeful work  
  awaits us, along with shared joy and a future far greater than  
  we can imagine.  
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*Hymn  Let Us Build a House – bulletin insert 
 
1.   Let us build a house where love can dwell  
 And all can safely live,  
 A place where saints and children tell  
 How hearts learn to forgive.  
 Built of hopes and dreams and visions,  
 Rock of faith and vault of grace;  
 Here the love of Christ shall end divisions;  
 All are welcome, All are welcome,  
 all are welcome in this place.  
 
2.  Let us build a house where prophets speak,  
 And words are strong and true,  
 Where all God's children dare to seek  
 To dream God's reign anew.  
 Here the cross shall stand as witness  
 And a symbol of God's grace;  
 Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  
 All are welcome, All are welcome,  
 all are welcome in this place.  
 
3.   Let us build a house where love is found  
 In water, wine and wheat:  
 A banquet hall on holy ground,  
 Where peace and justice meet.  
 Here the love of God, through Jesus,  
 Is revealed in time and space;  
 As we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  
 All are welcome, all are welcome,  
 All are welcome in this place.  
 
4.  Let us build a house where hands will reach  
 beyond the wood and stone  
 to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,  
 and live the Word they’ve known.  
 Here the outcast and the stranger  
 bear the image of God’s face;  
 let us bring an end to fear and danger.  
 All are welcome, all are welcome,  



 all are welcome in this place.  
 
5.  Let us build a house where all are named,  
 their songs and visions heard  
 and loved and treasured, taught and claimed  
 as words within the Word.  
 Built of tears and cries and laughter,  
 prayers of faith and songs of grace,  
 let this house proclaim from floor to rafter.  
 All are welcome, all are welcome,  
 all are welcome in this place.  
 
*Passing the Peace            
                   

One: The peace of Christ is with you all!   
Many: And also with you. 

 
*Response  

 
Seek ye first the kingdom of God and its righteousness,  
and all these things shall be added unto you.  
Al - le - lu, al - le - lu - ia!  
 
Ask, and it shall be given unto you; seek, and you shall find;  
knock, and the door shall be opened unto you.  
Al - le - lu, al - le - lu - ia! 
 

Ephesians  2:8-9, 14-16, 17-22 CEB          Mary Barbara Staunton 
 
You are saved by God’s grace because of your faith. This salvation is 
God’s gift. It’s not something you possessed. It’s not something you 
did that you can be proud of. Instead, we are God’s accomplishment, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good things. God planned for these good 
things to be the way that we live our lives. 
Christ is our peace. He made both Jews and Gentiles into one group. 
With his body, he broke down the barrier of hatred that divided us. He 
canceled the detailed rules of the Law so that he could create one new 
person out of the two groups, making peace. He reconciled them both 
as one body to God by the cross, which ended the hostility to God. 



When he came, he announced the good news of peace to you who 
were far away from God and to those who were near. We both have 
access to God through Christ by the one Spirit. So now you are no 
longer strangers and aliens. Rather, you are fellow citizens with God’s 
people, and you belong to God’s household. As God’s household, you 
are built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets with Christ 
Jesus himself as the cornerstone. The whole building is joined 
together in him, and it grows up into a temple that is dedicated to the 
Lord.  Christ is building you into a place where God lives through the 
Spirit. 

For the Word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for 
the Word of God within us, 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Children’s Message                                               Rev. Śānti Matthews   
Children (with or without their parents) are invited to come to the 
chancel steps. After the Children’s Message, children may go to 
Sunday School or remain with their parents in worship.  Only the audio 
of the Children’s Message is included in the livestream and archived 
worship video.    
 
Response 
 

Go now in peace, go now in peace,  
may the love of God surround you,  
everywhere, everywhere you may go 

 
Sermon            Rev. Dr. Lacey Brown  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Hymn  Together We Serve – bulletin insert 
 
1  Together we serve, 
 united by love, 
 inviting God's world to the glorious feast. 
 We work and we pray 
 through sorrow and joy, 
 extending God's love to the last and the least. 

2  We seek to become 
 a beacon of hope, 
 a lamp for the heart and a light for the feet. 
 We learn, year by year, 
 to let love shine through 
 until we see Christ in each person we meet. 

3  We welcome the scarred, 
 the wealthy, the poor, 
 the busy, the lonely, and all who need care. 
 We offer a home 
 to those who will come, 
 our hands quick to help, our hearts ready to dare. 

4  Together, by grace, 
 we witness and work, 
 remembering Jesus, in whom we grow strong. 
 Together we serve 
 in Spirit and truth, 
 remembering love is the strength of our song. 

 
Prayers of the People                                                                                                     
You are invited to pray silently or say your prayers out loud. If you are 
online, you may chat your prayer in the Chat Box.  You may wish to 
begin prayers today with “Why…,” “Where…,” or “How long…” End 
your spoken prayers with, “God in your wisdom…” The congregation 
will respond, “...hear our prayer.” We will close with a pastoral prayer 
followed by a translation of the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
 



The Lord’s Prayer (For Our Times)  
Our Creator, 
who is within and around us, 
holy are your names. 
Your Kin-dom come, 
Your love be embodied 
now and in the future. 
Move us to mobilize our privileges 
so that on your behalf we might provide sustenance and care to 
others  
as we receive sustenance and care from you through one another. 
Soften our hearts to forgive, 
and soften our egos to accept correction 
as you forgave and corrected for justice. 
Let us not be distracted by greed or isolation, 
and deliver us from the allure of capitalist comfort. 
For Yours is a Kin-dom of care, 
the empowerment of the marginalized, 
and the humble glory of grace. 
Amen 

 
Anthem  Lean on Me (Everlasting Arms), arr. Choplin 
 
Invitation to Give            
   

 

• Text the amount of your donation, with one keyword, to 
919-888-4541 

  General - give to CUCC's general fund 
  Pledge - give toward your pledge 
• You can give online by scanning the QR code.  
• Or you can always mail a check to our physical address: 

814 Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC 27607 

 
Offertory  Jesus Said Love Everyone, arr. Cardall 
          
 
 



*Doxology  
                     

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God all creatures here below,    
Praise God for all that love has done 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One 

 
*Dedication of the Offering                        

 
God, use these gifts to build your church and glorify your holy 
name. We honor you with our offering, and we celebrate the good 
news of God’s extravagant hospitality toward all people. Amen 
 

*Hymn  I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 
 

I have decided to follow Jesus… 
I have decided to follow Jesus… 
I have decided to follow Jesus… 
no turning back 
no turning back 
 
The world behind me, the cross before me… 
The world behind me, the cross before me… 
The world behind me, the cross before me… 
no turning back 
no turning back 
 
Though none go with me, I still will follow… 
Though none go with me, I still will follow… 
Though none go with me, I still will follow… 
no turning back 
no turning back 
 
Will you decide now to follow Jesus?... 
Will you decide now to follow Jesus?... 
Will you decide now to follow Jesus?... 
no turning back 
no turning back 

 
 



*Benediction                               
 
God is the architect of our lives. Let us join in the building of 
something beautiful with Jesus as our cornerstone. Go in peace to 
welcome others as Christ has welcomed you. Amen 
 

*Postlude Leaning on the Arms- Ragtime arr. A. Showalter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We thank all of those who created parts of today’s liturgy. 

 
Copyright and licensing notifications 
Used with permission for reprinting and streaming/podcasting under ONE LICENSE 
#A-738843, CCLI Reprinting License #11204669  CCLI Streaming License #20261332, 
and CCS License #14247. All rights reserved.  
 
“The Lord’s Prayer (For Our Times),” Written by Rev. Dr. J.J. Warren & Kasperi 
Kimura. © Young Prophets Collective, 2024 
 
Community UCC strives to be a fully accessible congregation. If you need a large print 
order of worship or a hearing assistance device, please contact our usher.  
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